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Overview

With the introduction of the internet, mass communication has changed and challenged traditional forms of media. The weblog is a new and growing genre of digital media and is changing the way people are able to communication on the internet.

Weblogs (or blogs) are a type of web application that allow individuals to self-publish in a journal style format on a webpage. The entries appear in chronological order with the most recent entry appearing at the top of the page. Each entry has a title and a date.

Weblog style varies from online diaries to political blogs, from reflecting on everyday life to commentating on the latest news and offering links to useful sites on the internet. Blog entries can range from specific subjects to broad sweep topic. Many people blog about everyday experience to opinions on the latest fashion, political controversy, or newest technology news. No topic is excluded from the weblog.

The following report will explore the features, functions, and organization of this genre of writing. Individually maintained and written blogs will be the primary focus.
Writers & Developers of the Mindsay website

The writers and developers of weblogs (known as bloggers) can be individuals, groups, or organizations, although most weblogs tend to be written and maintained by individuals. Many bloggers provide personal information about themselves and their site, explaining their interests and motives to their readers in a profile. The degree of disclosure depends on the individual blogger and their desire for privacy.
Audiences & Users of the Mindsay Web Site

Many of the users and readers of this site are other Mindsay members themselves. Other users consist of other bloggers, friends, family of the writer, and other internet users. 
· Content

Weblogs as a default, are considered to be non-fiction unless noted by the blogger. They are thought to represent reality. Carolyn Miller and Dawn Shepherd believe that this “reality is a perspective reality, based on the personality of the blogger (2004). This reality is what makes the blog a means of self-expression. 

· Comments  (see Table 1, Figure 3)


Weblogs are also interactive; they allow readers to become part of a community – to be able to post comments, questions and opinions in response to bloggers or other reader comments. 

Format & Organization of the Mindsay Web Site

Weblogs in general have some basic conventional features that define it as a genre. These features include post that appear in reverse chronology. Are frequently updated and contain links with personal commentary. These features must be present to constitute the genre as a blog although many blogs have varying styles and additional features that vary in format and organization depending on the blog application.

Some additional features of the blog are the ability to blog roll or link blogs to each other. This feature might be in the form of a list in the blogger’s sidebar or on a separate page that acts as a network or community page. 

· Template or Theme


Most blogs have a choice of pre-designed templates or themes to choose from with a varied degree of customizability depending on the blog. Mindsay specifically, has several templates with limited customization possible. A blogger can also start with a basic template and choose their own header and background colors and can change where certain features, such as the Visitors List and Bookmarks (see Table 1) are aligned and what these features are titled. However, Mindsay does not allow editing of templates through HTML, thus personalization and customization is limited.

· Posts

Each post has a title, date and time. The entries appear in chronological order with the most recent entry appearing at the top of the page. Photos, written text, hyperlinks, documents can all be posted on the weblog. 
· Tables  (see Table 1)


Tables are used to organize the body, header, links and other features of the blog. Each Mindsay blog has primarily the same layout and navigation features – streamlining the function and organization so that Mindsay has a uniform look and feel making it easier to navigate as the functions become familiar. 
· Visitors List  (see Table 1, Figure 4)

This feature is unique to Mindsay and is the primary reason Mindsay has such a strong community among its bloggers. The Visitors List logs the account names of other Mindsay users as links under the date they visited allowing the blogger and other users see who, among Mindsay, is visiting this particular blog.

· Bookmarks (see Table 1, Figure 1)

This feature is common among many other web services providers. It allows the blogger to list and display their favorite links other than the links posted in the blog post themselves. 

· Avatar  (see Table 1, Figure 2) 

This is an optional feature on Mindsay that allows the blogger to display a visual image that is displayed on their blog and as an icon along side any text comments they post on other weblogs  inside Mindsay. Many bloggers use this feature to personalize their blog by displaying a picture of themselves.

The logic of the structure organization in Mindsay, such as reverse chronology and the use of tables, gives the sense of immediacy and being in the present. This structure reinforces the notion that the blog is about “reality,” one of the motivations for bloggers to blog and readers to read blogs (Miller and Shepherd 2004).
Level of Formality in Mindsay

The level of formality is where the blog can become a bit murky. Because the style of the blog varies so widely, the formality can also vary from a more professional writing, seen in corporate weblogs, to casual, as in the personal blog. Mostly weblogs are casual, informal, and opinionated writing with little “architecture” and the potential to ramble on if they want (Price and Price 2002).
The formality depends on the type of blog and style of the writer. Rebecca Blood defines blogs in two different styles: filter-style weblog, where blogger is more giving annotated commentary on links and the more personal blog style, where bloggers use the blog as a form of self-expression (2000).

The dividing line between these two styles is not clearly drawn as many bloggers combine both styles depending on the topic. This crossing of borders results in many blogs being separated into different categories to better define the content and type of blog. Some of these types are:  political, humor, media, news, diary, photography, teen, tech, and personal, just to name a few. 
As blogs become more popular and innovative, many are starting to incorporate different digital media into the blog, media that has never been included before such as the webcam, audio clips, videos, flash files and photography. These new kinds of blogs, according Miller and  Shepherd, can almost be categorized into subgenres such as photoblogs, videoblogs, and audioblogs (2004).  

Most of the blogs on Mindsay tend to be a diary, teen, or/and personal type of blog. The focus on everyday experience and personal stories results in a more casual tone of blog. They are uncensored; bloggers can say pretty much whatever they want on Mindsay. 
Use of Visuals in Mindsay
The use of visuals among many of the Mindsay blogs is a popular way to personalize individual blogs with the use of Avatars, webcams, and posting pictures and picture links within the blog posts. 
· Header (see parody page for example)
Each Mindsay blog has the option of a customized header that the blogger can incorporate into the theme of the blog. Most of these headers tend to be visual although many can be text based as a title of the blog. 
Range of Variation in Weblogs
Mindsay tends to attract mostly people focused on personal self-expression. Many teenagers keep diaries while other bloggers keep a form of journal about their everyday lives or use it as a place to collect ether thoughts and opinions. Less common on Mindsay are the other categories of blogs, such as the political, news, tech, and media blogs due to the lake of customizability on Mindsay. These types of blogs require more customizability than Mindsay offers. Blogger (www.blogger.com) offers HTML customizability to the layout and look of the blog and is more popular for these other types of blogs. The layout can be broken into more tables and visuals, links and other features can be edited into the overall theme, providing the customization needed for a news, tech or media blog.   
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