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Overview
· Changes in history in turn result in many other changes. This WebQuest demonstrates how the historical period known as The Enlightenment affected literature of the time period and then of the future. Students will analyze specific aspects such as societal, governmental, and religious factors that all played a part in this literary transformation. 

· This content is focused on high-school aged material based mainly in English and History.

· Strands and objectives from Michigan curriculum: Benchmark ELA.11.HS.3 Synthesize and evaluate information to draw conclusions and implications based on their investigation of an issue or problem. Benchmark ELA.11.HS.2 Determine, evaluate, and use resources that are most appropriate and readily available for investigating a particular question or topic.
· Teachers and students can complete the entire WebQuest online. Outside sources such as books may be useful but not required. 
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Introduction
Imagine you are living during a great time of change. Religions are coming and going rapidly, governments are reforming, and men are changing the ways in which they view humanity. What if you wanted to write on a topic that you did not agree with? What if you couldn’t? How would you feel if you could be beheaded for writing something that did not agree with the rule of the time? Today we find notions such as this horrid but during the age of The Enlightenment these notions were complete reality. Changes occurring in religion, governments, and society all, in some way, had an effect on literature of the day. These changes in literature can still be seen today. How did these changes affect literature and what were their lasting effects? Just be careful what you say—you might be beheaded. 
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Questions and the Task
It is your job to research the age of The Enlightenment. Research its history concerning governments, society, and religion. You will then take this information and apply it to how it affected literature. You will also need to research various authors of the time period. Questions you should keep in mind while researching: How did changes in religion affect literature of the day? In what ways did people utilize the use of writing/literature during this period of time? How did this utilization differ across social groups? How can these changes in literature still be seen today? 

Your goal is to be able to take the historical contexts of the day and relate them to changes in literature of not only that time period but also how changes in history affect literature of the future. This will be displayed in an essay written by you.

Your next goal is to find pick one of the many authors of The Enlightenment with whom you agree with. Why do you agree with what they wrote and believed? You will need to include this in your essay as well.

Finally, in a group, you will create a presentation outlining all of the information that you presented in you essay. However, the most important part of this presentation is that you must contrast your views and opinions about the author that you chose with the views and opinions of those in your group who chose different authors. What makes one author more believable/valid that the other? What makes them similar? What makes them different? 
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Process
1. Use the following links to gather information about The Enlightenment (historical, social, governmental, religious, and literary information). This information will then be used to write you essay. 

http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/~djc3/Enlightenment/HomePage.html
 http://www.teacheroz.com/Enlightenment.htm 

http://www.history1700s.com/
http://vos.ucsb.edu/browse.asp?id=2738 

2. Use the following links to research specific authors in which you will then choose one to relate to (this will also be used in your essay and in your group presentation): 

http://www.accd.edu/SAC/ENGLIsh/bailey/neoclass.htm 

http://www.teacheroz.com/Enlightenment.htm 

http://www.kirjasto.sci.fi/voltaire.htm 

http://www.teacheroz.com/literature.htm 

3. Form a group with members of your class who choose differing authors than you. This will enable for better contrasting in your presentation. The presentation must consist of a summary of the materials discussed in your essays, a visual of some sort (PowerPoint, etc.) and valid arguments in regards to why each member supports their chosen author. 

Other visuals may include Concept Maps, Venn Diagrams, Charts, and/or Tables. 

REMEMBER: You WANT to be in a group with members who have differing opinions. This gives you a chance to discuss and evaluate other modes of thinking. No one person is right or wrong as long as you have valid evidence to back up your argument! 
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Resources
Other than the sites given you may use these other resources:

· Other online resources

· Encyclopedias

· Literary References (books, magazines, etc.)

· PowerPoint

· Excel

· Any other form of visual aid (posters, etc.)

· If you’re unsure of a resource or if there is one I have not provided on the list simply ask!
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Evaluation

You will be graded on the following:

· A thorough analysis of historical data concerning The Enlightenment

· Proper connections between the historical data and literature.

· Valid information and sound arguments supporting the author you choose and why you choose them (simply provide supporting evidence for why you believe such). 

· Well-presented group presentation.

Click here to review the criteria on which your individual grade will be based.

 Click here to review the criteria which will determine your group presentation grade.
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Conclusion
For this assignment you have seen how history can affect so many different aspects of life, such as literature. Governments, religions, society, and individuals all tied together to affect literature of The Enlightenment. Just as you chose an author to which you agreed with, what made them agreeable or disagreeable during that age? How does the time period we live in, our present society, government, and religion affect how we view others? What did you learn from those who had differing views from you? Hopefully you now see all the connections that every event in history, whether large or small, has on everyday life, past and present. Just be sure to remember that just because someone’s ideals may be different than your own does not mean they should be beheaded. 
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