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Alpha Sigma Phi

Delta Phi Chapter                               

1 Campus Drive

Kirkhof Center

Allendale, MI 49401

HSP Report

Words from our President

Greeting brothers and parents!

My name is Justin DeMarco, and I am the current President of the Delta Phi chapter of Alpha Sigma Phi.  I have been a member of the Executive board for the Fraternity all but one semester of my college career.  I have served as Recruitment chair, Marshall, Philanthropy chair, Sergeant at Arms, Judicial Board member at large, and now President.  I was also a two-year President of the German Club.

I’m a junior in the Seidman School of Business at Grand Valley State University.  My majors are International Business and Business Economics.  My minor is German.  Some day, I would like to see myself with an International Corporation that could utilize my skills in German as well as my leadership skills.


I hail from Troy, Michigan where I played football all of my life and had dreams of playing football in college.  Grand Valley seemed very enthused to have me play for them, so I decided to make GVSU my home for the next 4 or (sorry Mom and Dad) 5 years.  About two weeks into my collegiate football career, I decided it wasn’t for me. College football isn’t fun; it’s a job.  In fact, it was a job that I wasn’t being paid for and wasn’t proud of.  I was used to being the big fish in a small pond back home.  I was thrown into a big pond being little frail old 5’10” 220 pounds of me.  Doesn’t sound that little, but it was for a Division II national championship team.  I was discouraged and ready to transfer schools until I was introduced to the Fraternity.  Everyone was so different, but some how, they were all great friends.  I missed the feeling of a team.  I had been on teams since I was 6, but for once in my life, I was on my own.  So I joined a new team; a team that wouldn’t ever go out of season or split up when they graduated.  I joined a team for life.


I have many goals for the Fraternity, but my major goal is to operate with the cohesiveness of a team.  When everyone is working together, there is no task too large that 37 intelligent (and I use that word loosely) men can’t accomplish.  I want to raise the level of enthusiasm for everything we do.  If we put the kind of effort into every service event that we did into our Bike-Trip, Grand Valley would be naming new residence halls after us.


I am looking forward to riding on my third bike-trip this summer.  I have 
personally collected over $1,000 for CCI in the past 2 years and I’m looking to raise more for this year.  More Bike-Trip info can be found in the Bike-Trip section.


In conclusion, I hope this newsletter finds everyone in good health and fortune.  The fortune part might be a little more difficult, but things will get better.  They always do.  I’ve learned this important lesson in life.  No matter how bad things might seem, the sun will always come up tomorrow.

       If anyone would like to talk to me for any reason, here is my info.

Justin M. DeMarco

demarcoj@student.gvsu.edu
(248) 670-1380

In Phi,

Justin DeMarco

Pi  #114

HSP

“If a man does not make new acquaintances as he advances though life, he will soon find himself left alone.”  Samual Johnson
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Sweet Home Alabama!!

HJP Report

Vice President


The start of 2004 has been great for the Delta Phi chapter. We recently completed Grand Valley’s Chapter of Excellence application, which has been restructured this year. It now consists of several two-page essays addressing values, scholarship, leadership, citizenship, and positive relations. Supplementing those essays are one-on-one interviews with panel members. We were encouraged to have a different brother to be interviewed for each topic. The panel will meet after all the interviews are finished and discuss and compare the results. Despite several scheduling conflicts with the interviewers everything has gone well, and Alpha Sigma Phi is a top contender. 


As vice president I would like to lead the brotherhood to a new level of achievement. I am hoping to assist and support each committee head by first identifying their dreams for that position, and establishing doable long term and short term goals which will serve as a foundation for the realization of those dreams. I currently see my job as a motivator, and hope to inspire the entire brotherhood to become self-motivated. My dream is to create an enthusiastic, proactive brotherhood when it comes to every aspect of fraternity life.    

Matthew Farness  #131

Vice President

Recruitment Report

This is my first semester as the rush chair. I came in with a goal of rushing about four or five really good guys this winter. I was able to do that. Now, after some inspiration, I have decided to really mix things up a lot. My master plan is to double the size of this fraternity in two years. I have fresh new ideas, including picture CDs for potentials, and exciting new rush events. With the help of my committee, as well as the rest of the fraternity, this can easily be accomplished. I look forward to recruiting more quality guys the upcoming year. It will be thought provoking and stimulating. I live for the challenge. RUSH ALPH SIG!

Tim Dobrzeniecki #142

New Member Education

I am happy to report that the Upsilon class of this chapter successfully completed their pledge period and were dually initiated into Alpha Sigma Phi.  Without exception, I
can say they are all valuable additions to this organization, and I am proud to call them brothers.

A short synopses of their pledge education: Learning the sweetheart song and serenading a lot of hotties, Painting the rock (and the grass around it), Team building, Bigger and Better (the game were the teams trade their way to the biggest and best thing, somebody brought back a door complete with hinges and handle), Arranged the ravine rocks, and held many great discussions.  On top of that, they turn out a awesome service project. They raised over $1500 for the Beaumont Children’s Hospital in Royal Oak. They held a bowl-a-thon in which they got per pin and flat donations. I must personally thank them for lending their singing talents in the lavaliering of my girlfriend.

The Phi class is currently studying for their new member final exam and by the time this is published will have passed into our ranks.  They have had a shortened yet vigorous pledge period, but have risen to the challenge.  Their exploits include: etiquette dinner with the lovely ladies of Alpha Sigma Tau, a round of serenading, Bigger and Better, and many lunch table discussions.  I am anxious to see them for the final and initiation. The Phi class will be conducting their service event at the Mongolian Barbeque. They will cook meals for people and then donate all tips to The Boys and Girls Club of Holland.
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I must give credit and so much thanks to Alpha One Jon Hybor, Mother Love Mr. Quinn, and above all others, Brother Lindke and Erin Kipp.  Without them, I would be lost.

CONGRATS TO THE NEW GUYS!!!!

Christian Christopher #137

New Member Educator

Meet The Upsilon Class

I am proud to introduce the members of the Upsilon Class of the Delta Phi Chapter of Alpha Sigma Phi!!

My name is Tim Dobrzeniecki. I am a junior from Troy, MI, majoring in Biology with a minor in Chemistry. This is my first semester with the fraternity and I am the rush chair. I am in the Upsilon class.


Hey, my name is Eric Halberstadt and I'm from Farmington Hills. I'm a freshman here at GVSU and I'm undecided on my major for now.  I'm glad I can spend the next 4 years here at Grand Valley as an Alph Sig.


My name is Jon McCarty and I am a freshman here at GVSU. I am 19 years old and I am from St. Clair. I love to play soccer!         


Howdy! My name is Michael Nowak and I am a 19 year-old freshman majoring in General Business, but other interests seem to be drawing me away. I am currently the service chairman. 


Hi! My name is Matthew Purol and I am a 21 year-old junior at GVSU. I am originally from a small town called Posen. I am the current Editor and am majoring in athletic training.


Hi! My name is Nick Scalbrino and I am a freshman majoring in history with a secondary education emphasis. I am from nearby Jenison.


Hey everyone! My name is Daniel Steeh and I am from Macomb, Michigan. I am a freshman at GVSU and am currently undecided in my major. I like the color blue and my favorite car is a Corvette Z06.           
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Gotta love pledge ed missions!!


What up!!?? My name is David Steinmetz and I am a 19 year-old Freshman majoring in Pre-Med. I am originally from Albion. 


I am TJ Tibbits and I live in Holland. I am a 21 year old junior majoring in Criminal Justice. I am also enrolling the U.S. Naval Reserves. 


Hey, I am Dave Vanginderdeuren and I am a freshman from St. Clair Shores. I am a graduate of Lake Shore High School, and I am undecided in my major right now. 

Meet the Phi Class

I am Dwight Detloff and I am a freshman living in Robinson. I currently am a business major.  I am a member of the Phi class, but I wish I had rushed sooner.  I went to Lutheran High School North.  I live in Chesterfield, MI (east side).  I ran cross-country, track, and was in the bowling club in HS.  I enjoy bowling, movies, hanging out with friends, video games, and normal collegiate activities.


Hey! My name is Dana Nye, and I am a freshman living in Kistler. I am undecided on my major, but would like to pursue a business degree and possibly study abroad. I enjoy hanging out with friends and watching the Simpsons. 


My name is Brian Shekel and I am from Livonia, Michigan. I attended Stevenson High School where I played hockey and baseball. I am a freshman political science major. I plan on being a lawyer later in life and possibly a politician 

	I am from Livonia, Michigan. I attended Stevenson High School where I played ice hockey and baseball. I plan on moving out East my junior year. I am a member of the Phi class. I enjoy playing sports and working out. 

               Hey, I am Roberto Urista and I am a sophomore majoring in Pre-Med. I am from Mason and I really enjoy singing. I try to perform as much as I can and I tried out for American Idol one year. 

Service Report

              We are geared up and ready to serve!!! With a few events under our belts, we are looking for more. So far this semester we went and played bingo at the Allendale nursing home, and helped work at a large fundraiser for the Grand Rapids Children’s Museum. We have also helped out the GVSU women’s center at their retreat. We are really excited to do more. We plan on working with the cross-country team to repair a broken bridge on the running trails in the woods on campus. We are also looking into E Quest (a therapeutic horseback riding center), the humane society, and the boys and girls club of Holland. Everyone is motivated and wants to do a lot of good things for the community. If you have a good idea for a service event, or have questions, e-mail me nowakmi@student.gvsu.edu. 

Michael J. Nowak  #145

Service Chairman

Scholarship Report

     The 2003-2004 school year has given the GV Alpha Sigs yet another feather in their caps as they have once again earned honors as highest fraternity GPA on campus. This year’s chapter has been working hard academically, and it has paid off, making us a top contender for chapter of excellence at GVSU.  We have been promoting scholarship in a variety of ways.  

       Several members have attended the optional study tables on Monday nights, and the associate members are working hard to improve their academic standing.  We also had one brother, Brian Hendricks, receive honors from the Order of Omega.  Anyone junior or senior who carries a GPA of 3.0 or higher is eligible to receive this prestigious award.  After not having a scholarship chair last semester, Grant Bailey has taken over this position and is constantly working to improve the academic prowess of each and every brother within the chapter.  Our goals are high, and we plan to continue to raise the bar of academic standards that we have set for ourselves - individually and as a brotherhood.                                     In closing, it should be pointed out that having the highest cumulative chapter GPA is not a small accomplishment, keeping in mind that this factors in every member's GPA.  I am reminded of Elbert Hubbard's wise words on the subject: 

"Genius may have its limitations, but stupidity is not thus handicapped."

Grant Bailey  #136

Scholarship Chairman

Parent and Alumni Report

               Entering my fifth year as an active member in Alpha Sigma Phi, I am proud to serve as the parent and alumni chair. The position seems fitting since I have watched some many brothers become alumni since the fall of 1999 and have had the privilege of sharing the brotherhood with these alumni. This semester formal is in Kalamazoo on April 3rd at the Radisson Hotel. The following week on April 10th we will be having a Sig Bust at 5 pm at Buffalo Wild Wings on Alpine. This coming fall, with dates to be announced soon, we will be having another Sig Bust, homecoming, and possible a parent/alumni potluck. 

Nick Sharland #98

Parent/Alumni Chairman

Risk Management

                So far it has been a semester of almost risk free activities, which is what we strive for. The main program everyone participates in is our safe ride program, where at least two brothers remain sober and attend a phone in our chapter room.  If anyone finds himself in a situation where they have consumed alcohol and don’t have a safe way of getting home they can call these brothers for a ride.  As for the Risk Management Committee we continue to update policies so that they be applied more easily to our chapter.  One of the new things the chapter has available to it is a crisis management procedure, which has all the steps and contact information needed in the event of a crisis.  This will help the fraternity to be more efficient and more effective in handling a situation in which the chapter and anyone involved with the chapter might be perceptible to risk.  This new procedure will be fully enrolled after we complete a program on how to handle a crisis situation. 


Some goals for the next semester are to have Risk Management programs with other Greek organizations, so they are more interesting and better funded.  Any suggestions that may help in controlling the risk the fraternity would be greatly appreciated.

Ryan P. Kelly #140

Social Report

The social state of the fraternity has been somewhat stagnant over the past few semesters, but big things are in the works.  A basketball social on April 8th with Delta Sigma Phi fraternity is in the works.  Future plans include working out a date with the ladies of Delta Zeta as well.  The social committee has had some troubles dealing with individuals from other chapters, but we are working it out slowly.  We’ve also been on the hunt for new and creative ideas to bring to the table as well.  Intense internet searches and communications with other chapters has bee a definite plus to our searches.  To comment on the general social atmosphere of the chapter; we all have lots of friends and still love hanging out and having a good time, whether it be with other Greeks, or other people period.  To put it quite simply:  The brothers of the Delta Phi Chapter are having a blast!

Jeremy Cobb #124                                       Social Chairman

Chapter Relations Report

             This year in the fraternity we have done many wonderful things to improve the brotherhood of our chapter. What the chapter relations committee has been doing for the brotherhood is planning events that help to build better personal relationships between our brothers to further our success and goals within the fraternity. The Retreat for this year was also I great success. Having an event that involved many physical activities and team building exercises helped brothers to revive and revamp their relationships with brothers they might not always interact with.

           The "To Better the Man" book talks about this topic saying that success is very much based on true and genuine relationships within the fraternity. With this in mind many other plans are in the works for building a bigger and better fraternity. One such event is a summer retreat to re-spark the fire that is sometimes weakened by the loss of interaction with brothers during the summer. Look for more events like these and a better Alpha Sigma Phi then ever before

Brendan Wells-Reid  #134

Chapter Relations Chairmen

Philanthropy Report

              Hi! My name is TJ Tibbitts and I am the philanthropy chair. This semester we have had many events to raise money for Canine Companions for Independence (CCI). Around Valentine’s Day, we held a date Auction with the ’s and raised over $150 for CCI. April 5th and 6th, we are holding out annual “Rock Around the Clock” with the ladies of Alpha Sigma Tau. During the Rock Around the Clock, members of both organizations will sit out around the clock tower listening to music and asking for donations to our respective philanthropies. We will donate our money to the puppies while the ladies will donate their money to the Pine Mountain Settlement School. At the end of the school year about 25 brothers will embark on a bike trip around Lake Michigan. Brothers will stop in Chicago at the CCI headquarters to present them with a check from all the money we have raised. 

              I am also looking into a few new events on campus as well. My committee and I have been talking about a pie auction in which we auction of pies and then the winning bidder gets to throw the pie at a brother’s face. We also were trying to find a dunk tank and maybe have different brothers sit in the tank and have random people come up and pay a couple dollars to dunk an Alph Sig. 

TJ Tibbitts #150

Philanthropy Chairman
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Cycling for Independence

Well, it’s about that time of year again for the Delta Phi’s annual Cycling For Independence trip.  Things are going very well.  The nightly stops have been arranged and the bikes are being brought in toward the end of March.  A helpful committee has aided in making things go much easier.

Brother Ryan Kelly has gone above and beyond to put together what we hope to be the first annual benefit dinner to raise money for Canine Companions for Independence (CCI) and the Delta Phi Alumni Corporation’s undergrad scholarship fund.  The dinner will be at the Porto Bello in Grand Haven on the night of April 24, the night before we leave from the Cook Carillon Tower.

We hope to have roughly 24 individuals participating on bike trip this year.  Everyone is asked to raise $250 for the CCI donation fund.  As Brother Marsiglia had worried about last year is true, because of budgeting problems, Grand Valley is unable to help our cause financially.  We are optimistic however, and look beyond our difficulties.

Aaron Zinser #125

2004 Bike Trip Chairman

Alumni Report

            The Delta Phi Alumni Corporation is moving forward and in a positive direction.  We have shifted focus from a primarily social organization to one with a scholarly purpose.  Timothy Gawronski and Bryan Proctor are currently “spearheading” 2 individual scholarship committees.  As a corporation we have asked for “expected donations” from our founding members.  Many have pledged and the money is already rolling in.  By the end of 2004 we hope to have well over $4,000.   Only 10% of this money may be used as an operating budget.  The other 90% will be used for undergrad scholarships.  


The website is currently up to date and is being modified weekly by our own Ben Rapin.  There are new applications in place where you can track our fundraising growth, post messages on a message board, or catch up with an old friend on our contact list.  The newest edition of the newsletter will be posted by April 15th.  Alumni and undergrads alike may register in the members’ section of our site.  The address is: www.gvalphasigs.org.



Elections will be this upcoming November.  Because of our staggered election process, only 4 of the 7 will be elected.  The three members at large were elected this past year.  The upcoming elected positions will be President, Vice, Treasurer, and Secretary.  Good luck to all the candidates.  We’re looking forward to speeches, campaigning, message board posts, phone calls, and the usual election rigmarole that goes along with fraternity politics.

Michael Quinn

Founding Father

Secretary 

Delta Phi Alumni Corporation

Alpha Sigma Phi

Saying Goodbye

             This semester we have three brothers who will be graduating, thus culminating four to five years of hard work and dedication to the Delta Phi Chapter of Alpha Sigma Phi. As their undergrad career comes to an end, their endless alumni career begins. 

              Also at the end of this semester, our faithful advisor and brother, Nicanor Mansillia will be leaving us to move out to California with his wife. Taking over for Nic next semester will be Chad Garland, who currently works in the office of student life. 

               On behalf of the Delta Phi Chapter of Alpha Sigma Phi, I would like to thank you for all of the hard work and dedication you four have done in the past few years. We wish each of you the best of luck in all of your future endeavors and we hope that you become active members in the Alumni Corporation. 

I have asked each brother to write something describing his experiences as a brother in the Delta Phi Chapter of Alpha Sigma Phi. 

I have been finding it impossible to sum up my experience in a short bit.  I have gained so much and lost as well with this fraternity in its path of bettering me.  Looking back now I would not have changed anything.  I would still have chosen Alpha Sigma Phi.  I believe I have brought some diversity to it.  Making it a more "Colorful" brotherhood as one brother put it.  I have tried my best to speak up and maintain our virtues.  I speak from my heart and my heart sits within our rituals.  I hope 

that I have influenced some brothers to change their thinking.  I also hope that I have left some brothers with the power to speak up as well. Overall, Alpha Sigma Phi has made me a stronger person.  That is my priceless experience.

JJ Lindke  

Nu  #96

               The fraternity over the last four years has done a lot for me.  Not only has it been my home for the last two years, but it has also been a constant support of friends and brothers without end.  Over the past four years I have been through two girlfriends, three majors, and countless jobs.  However, the one true and stable thing in my life has been this fraternity.  Back at home my stability came from my family, and at Grand Valley my family has been the Delta Phi Chapter of Alpha Sigma Phi. In April when I leave Grand Valley the only thing I can honestly say I am going to miss is the great experiences I have had while being a brother in this chapter, and with that would like to thank everyone for being my brother the last few years.

Peter Behrmann 

Omicron #109

As I turn the corner into graduation I cannot help but evaluate the numerous choices I have made while at Grand Valley State University.  There are choices we regret and some choices we would never change.  My choice to rush Alpha Sigma Phi in the Winter semester of 2001 was the single best choice I made in college. 

 Being a brother of Alpha Sigma Phi has provided me with multiple skills not found in the classroom.  Taking leadership positions, planning and implementing ideas while on the executive board, and learning the importance of helping others have all shaped me into the person I am today.  All of these skills and many more have given me a competitive advantage as I enter the cutthroat job market.

      When I look back at my seven semesters in the fraternity I have many memories.  However, one memory sticks out as the most influential and important of them all.  Arriving at CCI’s headquarters in Chicago on the 2001 Bike Trip has left a lasting impression in my mind.  Having a chance to actually see the people we are striving to help was an enlightening moment. I have never felt better about myself, or the choice to join the fraternity, as I do today.

Jeff Lopez

Omicron #111


TO MY ALPHA SIGMA PHI BROTHERS  (March 2004):

            It is with both excitement and sadness that I write this letter to you my brothers as I move on to the next chapter of my life.  I can’t wait to move to California and start a new life with my wife, Bargie.  There are no words to describe how much Alpha Sigma Phi Fraternity, Delta Phi Chapter means to me.  These past 3 years as your Grand Chapter Advisor has been one of the most important part of my life as an advisor and a brother.  The values set by our founding fathers through our secret rituals will always be with me wherever my life path may take me.

            I still remember the day when I was asked by brother Barry Olson (former advisor) and Alpha Sigma Phi Fraternity members to be their official advisor.  It was a day filled with excitement.  The first year was my transition year.  A year to learn the business and to learn about each brother was my top priority.  Even then I knew how important our individual diversity is to our fraternity.  Four very dedicated presidents have come through my time as an advisor:  Tom Boomer, Gerard Gole, Brian Hendricks and now Justin DeMarco.  Each with his own style of leadership and each with an executive board that took our organization to the next level.  I can honestly say that each of them has lead our organization to the best of their ability.

           As an advisor, my philosophy was to get to know each of the brothers, especially the presidents.  Each administration has had both challenges and rewards.  The rewards outweigh the challenges.  The challenges that we faced were faced head on and with the whole brotherhood’s input as top priority.  I was always amazed at the love and support that each brother gave to a brother that may be going through personal and academic challenges.  

         ALL of you were there for me when my dad passed away last year.  My dad taught me determination and to give support to anyone in need.  As I leave to move on with my life, I encourage you as an individual and as a chapter to keep “raising the bar”.  Don’t be like anybody else.  Always give your best to everything you do.  Most importantly, continue to give the love and support to each other; keeping in mind the secret rituals of Alpha Sigma Phi in everything that you do.

I LOVE YOU ALL,

Nic J. Mansilla

Alpha Sigma Phi 

Pi  #126

Delta Phi Chapter Advisor
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Letter From the Editor


I would like to thank all the brothers who submitted me reports for this newsletter. I enjoyed putting this piece together and I hope everyone who reads it enjoys it and finds it extremely informative. In putting this newsletter together, I got to realize how much work each brother is doing with their elected position. Much of this goes unnoticed to brothers not on their committees or those who don’t talk to the brothers a lot. I feel this also helps the alumni see what the undergrads are doing at GVSU and the Allendale community.


I also hope that this helps anybody outside the Undergrad or Alumni chapters to understand fully what the Delta Phi Chapter of Alpha Sigma Phi is all about. This may help to destroy some of the stereotypes people have about Greek life in general and help to realize that we are a good organization founded on moral principles.  


If ever you are in the Allendale area, stop by Building A of the Boltwood apartments. All the undergrads enjoy having the alumni around and also enjoy meeting friends and family of current brothers. If you have any questions or comments for this newsletter, feel free to e-mail me at beautiful_purol@yahoo.com. 

Matthew J. Purol  #146                            
                                                          

Editor

Alpha Sigma Phi-Delta Phi
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That was a crazy game of poker!!
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Peter shows his support for Laker football!!
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National- www.alphasigmaphi.org
Delta Phi- www2.gvsu.edu~alphsig

