Choral Music Grading Policy


In an effort to ensure your high school student receives a high quality and engaging musical experience in the classroom, centered around the development of musical understanding, the following grading system have been developed to best reflect each students’ effort, participation and most importantly musical growth & development throughout the term.

Overall (final) Grade: The overall or final grade of each student will be based on a combination of their efforts and success in the following areas: tests & quizzes, hearings, performances, sight reading, weekly attendance and daily classroom grades. The results will be based on points out of 1000 broken down as follows.

	
	
	Possible
	%

	Tests & Quizzes
	 6 Quiz (10) 3Test (20)
	120
	12

	Hearings 
	 4 (50)
	200
	20

	Performances
	 2 (Concert / Festival) (200)
	400
	40

	Sight Reading
	 4 (25)
	100
	10

	Weekly attendance 
	 9 (5)
	45
	4.5

	Daily Grade
	 45 (3)
	135
	13.5

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL POSSIBLE
	
	1000
	100


Tests & quizzes: During each term, 6 quizzes (10 points each) and 3 tests (20 points each) will be given. These grade are 12% of the students overall grade. The child make re-take one quiz (but not a test) during the term if they feel they could improve their grade.

Hearings: There will be 4 hearings throughout the term. Each student will sing as part of a small group in order to demonstrate their amount of preparation and level of mastery of their individual part. Hearings are worth up to 25 points.

Performances: The most important events each term are the performances. Each performance is worth 200 points. Usually these points are awarded in full. Not only should the performance be a culmination of the groups hard work and study throughout the term, but it also can only be most effective is every student is present and participates to the fullness of his or her ability. It is understood however, that some conflicts shall arise. These could be (but are not limited to), serious injury or illness, family emergency, religious commitments etc. Every effort will be made to evaluate any special circumstance as fairly as possible, through open communication between student, teacher AND parents. If a student must miss a performance, a written assignment, (including an essay about their work on the selected music and an evaluation of the choirs performance based on the musical concepts discussed in class) may be submitted in order to receive appropriate credit (points) 

Sight Reading: Each term 3 sight-reading assessments will be given. These (sung) assessments will be scored out of 25 points. Materials and scoring will be reflective of the concepts covered during class. 

Weekly Attendance: Attendance is very important in an ensemble environment. 5% (1/2 a letter grade) of the final grade is a reflection of the student’s attendance. They receive up to 5 points for attendance each week (1 point per day).  

Daily Grade: The daily grade is a result of the student’s participation in class. The student will be expected to demonstrate the following: Respect for self and others, positive attitude, attentiveness, proper posture and musical preparation. In addition students will be expected to observe classroom policies and procedures.    
