Danza Danza Lesson Plan

Level: 
8th grade treble choir


Context:
Danza, Danza (mm. 43-51)

Concept: 
Melody - Melody may move by stepwise motion or by skip

Objective:
Students will demonstrate an understanding and awareness of the relationship between melodies using skips and melodies using stepwise motion, in a repeating chord progressing by:

· Listening for interchangeable phrases in a musical example

· Creating arrangements using stepwise patterns in the place of leaping melodies and vice versa

· Sight reading arrangements written on the board from students examples

Known: 
Students have had prior experience singing in minor, including:




Singing stepwise melodic patterns in the minor




Singing skips in the tonic (minor) triad




Singing other 3rds in the minor mode (Sol-me, fa-re, me-do ect.)

Materials:
Danza, Danza (Arr. Snyder – 2-part), paper and pencils, whiteboard

Sequence:


Warm-ups/reading activities: (attached.)

· Have students do stepwise solfege warm-ups in minor

· Have students do skip (3rds) warm-ups in minor using solfege

· Have students sight-read (off white board) alternating step-wise and skip patterns on the white board.


Music review (leading questions):

· Have students sing mm. 41-end of piece

· Have students sing measures 42-51 of Danza, Danza

· Starting at measure 45, who has a part similar to our warm-ups?

· Have students switch parts. (This time sing through Measure 60)

· Have students sing in solfege. (Should be remarkably similar to warm-ups)

· How is mm. 45-51 different from mm. 54-60? 

· (Dynamics/Articulations)

· How are they the same?

· (Same Melodic Material and harmony)

(Script: In our warm-ups today we say how some times we can use skips, and other times we can fill those skips in with step. Raise your hand if you can tell me a place in this song, where we could do the same.)

Creation activity:

· Have students identify opportunities for “re-arranging” using script above

· Have students pick a two measure “phrase” to re-arrange 

· Students must use this “substitution” method

· Students must write down their ideas on staff paper

· Write new phrases in the board (with words of the song)

· Be sure to “mix them up” first to protect identities and little egos.

· Have students sight read new arrangements off the whiteboard.

Tying it all together:

· Go back and sing mm.42 to the end of song

