Taps for the Fallen Brave (Listening Lesson)

Level:

Grade 4-5 (Intermediate) 
Content:
Texture: Texture is determined by a combination of timbres.
Known:
Students are familiar with solo vs. accompaniment. Students have textural experiences with classroom instruments. Students are aware of the 4 basic families of instruments.
Objectives:
Students will demonstrate and awareness of three distinct timbres, by:

Pretending to play the “air-violin, air-trumpet and air-trombone” when each instrument plays.

Dancing inside the circle when their instrument plays the melody (or the “Answer” part) 

Materials:
Listening Map, recording of Taps for the Fallen Brave (Played by the 101 Strings Orchestra), Paper cut-outs of Violins, Trumpets and Trombones. 
HOOK:
How many of you have ever talked with a friend? Have you ever talked with a friend in a room full of other people (Like the lunchroom). Sometimes music can have two instruments playing “back and forth”, just like you and me when we talk with a friend. The first instrument says the first “phrase” (Just like you and me), and the 2nd instrument says the “answer.” This “answer phrase” is sometimes called the “counter-melody”

LISTENING PRESENTATION: Today we are going to listen to a song called “Taps.” In this song there are three main instruments who all “talk back and forth.” Can you tell by looking at my picture, what three instruments they are?

Great. Now that we know what to listen for, lets hear what happens.

FOLLOWTHROUGH: The students would then form a circle and listen to the song again. Each student would silently choose and instrument they want to “be” (but not tell their neighbor) The students would all pretend to play the “Air-violin, air-trumpet or air-trombone” when appropriate. Who can guess what their neighbor chose? And finally the students would receive a paper cut-out of one instrument. They would then dance in the circle holding their instrument in the air, when ever they hear it.  


Rationale: This piece was chosen, because it has clearly divided musical sections. It also features the melody (and countermelody) in a very prominent (if not solo) way. It clearly shows how different timbers can “work together” in different combinations.
