
Teaching Philosophy Origins and Rationale

From a very early age, I had two major goals in life. I wanted to be a good father, and a good musician. Although my determination to be a good father to any children I may have was contributed to in part by a less then ideal upbringing, my tenacious pursuit of music was precipitated by much more positive influences. Initially I was going to be a lawyer. I loved the courtroom drama and the “presentation” part of things. And I was very good at public speaking and my mother was thrilled because the income prospects of such a career were very promising. 

Then, during my high school career, the course of my life was radically altered. What started out as a simple extra-curricular hobby took on a life of it’s own. My involvement with music was as complete as was possible and practical. I was in Jazz Band, Marching Band, Concert Band and Pep Band. And in the last year and a half of my high school career, I discovered vocal music as a new way to be all that more intimate with the music I could make. It was as though I had discovered the ultimate form of personal and individual (musical) expression that I soon learned I would never be able to live without. 

Music had then become a way of life for me, at that moment when I decided to take control of my own life. I found music to provide direction, focus, enjoyment and even emotional and “professional” growth throughout my high school and college years. There are so many aspects of a young boy’s life that he is required to “get a grip” on throughout the course of his school career, so he can move onto college and then on to adulthood. There is   social, emotional and (for myself and some others) spiritual growth. But there are also practical concerns for the future or your “career” and maybe even a family. I could pursue law or medicine and many of these aspects of adulthood would fall neatly into place. But these answers created some spiritual and emotional conflicts. “Why would God have blessed me with gifts he did not intend for me to use?” “What kind of a father would I be if I was working 12 and 15 hour Dr’ shifts at the local hospital?” “And if one can pursue a career in that which makes you truly happiest, why not?” So in the end, music was the one career (of many which I may have been capable of) that seemed to make the most sense in the scope a future I felt I could be proud of AND happy with. 


Music has always come easy to me. Until I actually started studying it! You see, we all know people who just seem to be “musical.” In much the same way others are “mechanical” or “artistic.” We make these comments because these people tend to be above the “norm” in regard to these areas with relatively little effort. But for those who choose to pursue their strengths, (whether it be music, math or writing) it is soon discovered that they may only be taking their first steps in a much larger (and more challenging) adventure. Music is an art, and a discipline. I chose a career in music on one level for the simple reason that it was something I loved. I love, the practice, the art and of course, the performances. Music seems almost to have a certain “power” to affect an audience. Music can actually create/cause an emotional response. Music can even be spiritually significant in it own unique way. Music can enhance other experiences such as hearing a poem (turned into a song), watching a movie (with a great film score) or even going out to eat (ambient or live music). So I guess in the end, I could no sooner give up my participation in (and love for) music, then I could stop eating or breathing. 


Among the many goals in my life, one of the two paramount foundations of who I am is related to my children. That is the goal to be the best father I can be. In the process of working through that life-long process I have fallen deeply in love with not only my own children, but also all children in general. I love working with, and teaching children (especially my own). I love the power, energy and potential all children have. I have come to appreciate the challenges that children (not just my own) provide in developing one’s own character. Children will remember what you say. Children will make you accountable for your actions and words. But working with kids is also a great responsibility. One can easily hurt a child’s feelings or send the wrong message without even being aware of it. I hope to be an addition to the Educational Profession who will be a positive influence and for many children, for many years to come. 

It is teachers in my own life that have significantly made the difference in my decision to pursue teaching. I remember a play I did in 3rd grade (Yes, third grade). I was the court jester. (You know, the fool!) At any rate, The king was trying to figure out who was the most important person in the kingdom. In the end, many fine candidates presented their great works and accomplishments as proof of their worth. In the end, it was the teacher (presented of course by the Court Jester) who was the MOST important of all. She had taught all these great people, all their great knowledge. When I think about the “greatest people” throughout American and world history, even the most famous and influential of musicians and other artists, they ALL had to learn it somewhere. One of the most important keys to the proliferation of human civilization is in fact, our propensity for teaching and learning throughout history.  There are those people who are passionate about all KINDS of subjects, from philosophy, to mathematics to microbiology, such that miraculously it seems, it appears as though there will certainly always be somebody somewhere, willing to teach just about any human service, task, job or subject needed to carry on our human existence. 


I would venture to say that there is something about music that makes music far more significant in the scope of the human experience than most of the other subjects taught in our (primary and secondary) schools. There are many subjects that are intellectual, such as the sciences (Physics, Chemistry Biology), and mathematics (Algebra, Geometry etc.). English class (and other forms of literature) can be intellectual as well, but also emotional, creative and artistic. Dance and Drama can be emotional creative and artistic, but are physical, social, interactive and enjoyable. Physical Education designed specifically to be physical, but also social, interactive and enjoyable  Social Studies can teach is about history and culture, with respect to not only our own culture, but others. So what is it about music that makes it so significant? Can you guess? Do you see how each subject so far can facilitate the development of one or two sets unique skill sets and experiences? Is there any other subject that can at different times be intellectual, (Song form, the math of rhythm) emotional, creative, dramatic and artistic (Like Art, and Drama and even literature), interactive and physical (like Physical Education and Dance), as well as teaching history and culture (through, classical and world music)? Well the only subject I can think of that can actually incorporate all these exciting aspects of learning is (you guessed it) music.


But even with all of that could there be more? Although the previous argument makes a strong case for music in an academic and experiential way, there is also something that may even be more important when it comes to what music is able to offer kids (students). The music classroom environment can have deeply significant impact on the way a child grows socially and emotionally. It can be a uniquely appropriate venue for teaching personal responsibility and teamwork. It can facilitate healthy attitudes about cultural diversity. It can help children build much needed self-esteem at a time when many children need it the most (Adolescence). The music classroom can also provide a stable, safe, and positive atmosphere for learning, when home may not be able to do so. Although other subjects do have this potential, it is rarely as significantly pronounced within a given school or community as it is with vocal and/or instrumental music. 


But teaching music must be aligned with purpose and approached from an individual perspective that will (throughout all one’s professional endeavors) contribute to a cohesive experience for your students throughout the years. I believe this to be one of the primary reasons we consider writing down a “teaching philosophy”. It helps us figure out why we are doing what it is we do. It also helps us to keep that which is most important to us, as teacher, individually at the forefront of our minds. 

Music provides a deeply creative, artistic, expressive and interactive experience for the students that few subjects can rival. Getting in “touch” with such intangible (yet possibly even emotional) experiences is also unique to music education. Children have the opportunity to learn about music from its most basic elements (such as rhythm, pitch, harmony etc.) all the way to its most complex applications (classical orchestral music and musical theatre). However the music classroom (either instrumental of vocal) can also help students learn and grow as people in many other ways as well. Students can learn about citizenship, social skills, even culture and history. In this sense I believe that I would consider my teaching philosophy to reflect Referential Expressionism, that is, the belief that the experiences in musical expression as an art form are what set it apart from other academic subjects, however at the same time render it (Music education) an excellent environment within which to facilitate other not-musical forms of personal and social growth. 

So, what is my “teaching philosophy”? I can’t very well cut and paste this essay to the “top” of my resume. I good teaching philosophy should be well stated in about two or three sentences. It should (to the best of one’s ability) encapsulate most of what I have discussed thus far. So if I had to try to create a concise statement of my teaching philosophy, it would be as follows:

The art of teaching and learning the subject of music provides a unique opportunity to explore personal, social and artistic growth for both student and teacher alike. The esthetic and emotional experiences through the art of creating music are a unique and indispensable part of a well rounded academic program as our young people learn about all aspects of themselves as well as the life, world and experiences of humankind.
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