The Creepy Cockroach
By:  Elizabeth Carr
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Background
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The Cockroach was one of the very first land insects to walk on 
[image: image3.png]


earth. In fact some of the first fossils can be dated back about 365 million years ago during the middle Silurian period. During this time most cockroaches had wings and could utilize them for flight, however, today most species can no longer fly. There are 55 species of cockroaches, each varying in size, structure, and preferred habitat. Most cockroaches live in groups and are omnivorous, which means they will eat anything they can including one another if there is no other food source. Subsequently, their only major predators include the wasp and centipede. These creatures are nocturnal and because of that spend most of their day hiding within cracks.
Reproduction 
There are three types of reproduction processes for cockroaches. The most common is when the female lays the eggs within a capsule. She may carry this capsule anywhere from a few hours up to four days. When she does deposit the capsule it contains a coating that literally allows it to glue itself to any surface. Each capsule usually contains anywhere from ten to sixteen eggs. Very few cockroaches are ovoviviparous, meaning that the eggs hatch within the female’s body and the young are then ‘born alive.” The most rare form of reproduction is parthenogenetically, which basically means that the female does not need the male to reproduce. However, when this cockroach does reproduce it will only give way to new generations consisting of all females. When the cockroach is finally born, however it may be born, it will molt (shed the outer shell) 13 times before it finally matures. 
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Species
The most common species of cockroaches in the United States includes the American cockroach which is mostly found in basements, steam tunnels, boiler rooms, and rubble foundations. Another common species is the German cockroach which is usually the cockroach that exterminators most often receive calls to kill in the United States. These cockroaches favor bathrooms and kitchens. There are about 55 other species of cockroaches. 
	COMMON

SPECIES
	COMMON PLACES FOUND

	American
	Northeast U.S., Southeast Canada

	German
	Russia

	Brown-banded
	Tropical regions of the world.  Florida, Arizona, California

	Oriental
	

	Florida Woods
	Florida, West Indies

	Asian
	Southeastern U.S.

	Surinam
	Southern U.S.  Texas, Florida

	Australian
	Southern U.S.

	Smoky brown
	Southern U.S.

	Pennsylvanian Woods
	Pennsylvania

	Brown
	Southern U.S.

	Discoid/False death’s head
	Tropical South America

	True death’s head
	Tropical South America

	Madagascar hissing
	Madagascar


Other not very common species include:  Wheeler Ant, Hebard Little gem, Caudell Fragile, Dark wood, Hebard Rehn’s, Pallid, Desert, Boll’s wood, Virginia wood, Western wood, Hebard Banded wood, Southern wood, Uhler’s wood, Fulvous wood, Broad wood, Arizona wood, Hebard Caudell’s wood, Harlequin, Hebard Pale-bordered field, Small yellow, Stinking, Burmeister Southern brown, Cuban, Madeira, Small hairy, Schwarz, Scudder Brown hooded, Hairy desert, Boll’s sand, and Spotted Mediterranean.

Health Risks
Many cockroaches are known to carry bacteria and certain types of diseases such as dysentery, gastroenteritis, typhoid and poliomyelitis. Dysentery is an infection of the intestine caused when a parasite invades the colon wall; basically it gives a human long-term diarrhea. Gastroenteritis is a fancy name for the stomach flu which is basically the inflammation of the stomach walls which causes vomiting. Typhoid is a bacterial infection usually caused my salmonella and causes vomiting, diarrhea, severe headaches, fever and a rash. Lastly poliomyelitis is a disorder caused by a viral infection which causes paralysis or in more severe cases permanent paralysis and even death. In fact all cockroaches tend to leave chemicals in their fecal matter which can also be a way other cockroaches tend to find and follow them. It is thought that cockroaches follow the fecal trails in order to find a group but also to find the source of food and water.  Cockroaches are also known to affect common allergies and asthmatic victims which always seem to be worse in inner cities.

Extermination
Most cockroaches cannot be killed just by stepping on them; in fact you usually just help along their reproductive cycle in doing so. Instead you can use gels which contain hydramethylnon or fripronil, powders with a boric acid base, or just any product that contains deltamethrin.  Fortunately, you can also just pick up your phone and dial the nearest exterminator.     
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