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By Amber Gil de Lamadrid


L

adybugs are one of children’s favorite insects.  They are commonly found around the world.  Ladybugs are a type of insect called a beetle.  Most people have seen ladybugs crawling on a window sill or crawling on a plant in their garden.
[image: image1.wmf]Parts of a Ladybug

[image: image9.wmf]Ladybugs have many different body parts just like humans.  Ladybugs have heads, legs and bodies; however they also have wings and can fly.  Ladybugs have antenna on their head.  These antennas help the bugs to tastes, touch, and smell anything.  Unlike humans, ladybugs have six legs to help them crawl around.  They also have these really cool organs on their feet to help them smell things as well. Ladybugs bodies are shaped like an oval.  Ladybugs also have elytra which are wing covers to protect their fragile wings. Most ladybugs are red and have spots on their elytra.  But interestingly, not all ladybugs have spots.  Another thing that is special about the spots is that you can tell what type of ladybug you are looking at by the number of spots it has.
The Ladybug Life Cycle

[image: image10.wmf]The life cycle of the ladybug is very short compared to humans.  Lady bugs only live for about 4 to 6 weeks.  The adult ladybugs lay up to 300 eggs in the springtime.  The eggs hatch in two to five days.  The newly hatched babies, called larvae, feed on the adults for up to 3 weeks.  Then they enter the pupa stage.  The adult ladybug comes out about a week later.  The new ladybugs do not have spots for their first 24 hours of life.
There are four main types of ladybugs:
· Seven-spotted Ladybug: These ladybugs are from Europe.  They are round and have seven black spots on the back of their bright red wings.
· Convergent Ladybug: This type of ladybug is found on the west coast.  It is an orange bug with different spot patterns of black. 

· Asian Ladybeetle: These ladybugs are multicolored and are one of the larger ones.  They originated in Asia but are now commonly found in the United States.
· C-Mac Ladybug: This type of ladybug is oblong and is pink and black spotted.  It is one of the fastest types of ladybugs.
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 [image: image6.wmf]  A Quick Quiz

1. What body parts do ladybugs and humans have in common?

2. How long do ladybugs live?

3. Why would I see a ladybug without any spots?

4. What are the four main types of ladybugs?
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Pupa Stage - 7 days
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