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The Main Event
“Jamie Gold has done it!” The announcer shoutadeend of the 2006 World
Series of Poker Main Event. Although he had a gomdof cards unlike anything ever
seen on television, Gold outlasted a record elghiigand, seven hundred, and thirty-
three competitors to win a cash prize of twelvdiomldollars. Jack had watched it
almost every time it was shown on TV, and everyetime saw it, it gave him goose
bumps.That's gonna be me next ydae thought to himselExcept with less luck and
more skill.Jack had been playing No Limit Texas Hold ‘em pakeniously now for a
couple of years. He often played online for cashn@ny tournament he could get into at
the local casino. He had developed his skills qu## since beginning and had no reason
to doubt why he could not be the next Main Eventner. His mom had always doubted
him from day one.
“Many people dream, but very few make a lot of eyhshe would say. He had
proven to her that he was not a fluke and can fhlaygame, but she still had her doubts.
“What is it gonna take mom?” Jack always asked her
“I'd rather you not play at all you can get intdéoa of problems gambling,” she
would reply.
“Mom, it's not gambling, it's a game of skill homany times do | have to tell
you that?”
“l know dear, but you can’t always guarantee fftat're gonna win.”

“As long as | win more money than | lose then Id@e my job.”



“But how many times are you gonna lose your mdrefgre you start winning a
lot?”

“l guess | don’t know.”

He wanted to prove to her so bad that he couldenadkt of money playing a
game. Not only would the money be nice, but thestsattion of proving to his mom that
he does know what he is talking about would beeatgas well. Two thousand seven was
gonna be the year that it happened. Jack wouldéety-one in April and would
therefore be old enough to play in the World Seindsas Vegas which takes place in
late July. Until then he had to make sure his gsatién’t slip or his parents wouldn’t let
him play at all. His dad didn’t mind him playinglgr, as long as he kept his grades up.

Finals were coming and this was the worst timeedhinking about the World
Series. Every time he sat down to study he coutdmok about anything else but the
World Series. He had not even won his seat to thsMvent yet, but he knew he was
going to; it was only a matter of time. Jack hateezd an online tournament for fifty
dollars. The tournament would have about one thadigarticipants and the winner
would win a seat to the Main Event. On top of stadyJack was scanning through all of
his poker books brushing up on his game. He haof #fie favoritesHarrington on Hold
‘emVolumes I-lll by Dan HarringtorSuper/Systerhandll by Doyle BrunsonCaro’s
Book of Poker Tellby Mike Caro, andNo Limit Hold ‘em: Theory anBractice by
David Sklansky. This would be the most importantrt@ament of his life. That is, unless

he won the tournament then the most important souent would be the Main Event.



You got to focus Jack. You won’t even be ableay iplyou screw this up. You
are going to regret it if you don’t make it to ttéorld Series because of some bad
grades. No more poker until you pass these exanhst?g

Finals were over and Jack managed to squeezefewt&'s and a B+.

“Not bad kid,” his dad said.

“Thanks Dad.”

“Yes dear, very good,” his mom replied.

“You'll be saying that later this summer when hwhe Main Event,” Jack stated.

“OK dear.”

“You will be there with mavhen | make the Main Event right?”

“Yes dear, | will be therd you make the Main Event.”

“That’s all | ask.”

It is the day of the tournament and Jack is fphlgpared. Jack sits down at his
computer and starts the game ¥pu know what you need to do. You've played online
many times, just play your game and you will be.flack clicks on the tournament to
enter the lobby. The tournament doesn’t start fartlaer ten minutes, Jack is growing
impatient. Seconds tick by like houEmon, let’s get this thing goind\ window pops
up on Jack’s screen. “The tournament is startiftegge wait while the players are
seated.'How about we just play instead of waiting all daffer what seems like hours,
the first hand is dealt out and Jack looks at ghtadeuce off suit_et’s see if we can’t
get a face card next timend Jack folds his cards. Jack takes a secomakaal the
number of players left and sees that there aretjwgane alreadyWow, what a waste of

fifty dollars. The next had is dealt and Jack is dealt a king of spadedNot especially



great, let’'s see how the rest of the table atésk is the dealer this hand so he will be last
to act after every community card is laid out, adjposition to be in. Everyone folds
around to Jack who puts in a small raise. Both |geafper Jack call and there are three
people going to see the flop, which are the flilst¢ community cards laid face up for
everyone to use in combination with their two caiidse flop comes king of diamonds,
three of clubs, and queen of diamonds. The playérd left of Jack puts in a bet and the
player to the left of him folds. Now it is Jackig'h. He’s probably on a flush draw, |

don’t want him to hit that flush, | better put augood-sized raiselack raises it up to

two and a half times the initial bet. The playeng@ers what he is going to do and finally
mucks his cardAlright, good small win.

Over the next hour or so Jack wins a little ars$oa little he has yet to win a big
pot that will put him up to the top of the chip dess.Just be patient, you're time will
come.There are about seven hundred people left andgkskdealt a jack of spades and
a jack of clubsJacks, my favorite hand. | never lose with Jackack puts in a good-
sized raise and has one caller. The flop comesdfadiamonds, king of clubs, ten of
hearts. Jack leads out by betting half of what'h&pot and his opponent goes allAdf.
right let’s see here, if he had two kings, he ptdipavould have re-raised me before the
flop, a king ten is possible, no flush is possilflee has two tens | have him dominated, a
gueen ace, would have given him the straight, buvbuld most likely not want to put in
a big bet with that hand, | think I'll callack calls and his opponent shows a king of
diamonds, and a ten of spades, which is losingd&’s Jacks. The turn card (fourth
community card) is a five of clubs, good card fackl All he needs to miss is a king. The

river card (fifth community card) is a......... gueen phsdes, Jack wins the hand with



three of a kindWhoa, that queen looked like a king at fifdte next hand Jack is dealt a
gueen of clubs, and a ten of diamonds. He istfirsict and puts out a small raise. Two
people behind Jack call and they see a flop obteapades, four of clubs, and seven of
hearts. Jack is first to act and bets half of thie Pne person folds, and the other person
calls. The turn card is a ten of clubgow, I'm getting great carddack puts in another
bet and the other player callshere is no way he has the other t€he river card is a

two of diamonds. Jack puts in another bet andlisctay the other player who shows the
three tens with an ace kicker which beats JackéeqkickerThat was terrible Jack,
what the hell is wrong with you? If he’s callinguyall the way he’s gotta have
something. Get your head in the gadack still has a considerable amount of chips, but
that loss did take a chunk out of his stack.

Another hour goes by with three hundred participdeft. Jack is in the top
twenty in chip counts, but he still has a long wago. The next hand Jack is dealt is a
four two of heartsNope, not even gonna try thatext hand is a three of hearts, nine of
clubs, followed by a four of spades, and a sixiafrbnds, followed by an eight three of
spades, all of which are foldedlow, what does it take to get some decent cards?

Another hour and a half goes by and Jack is afitlaétable with eight other
people Alright, you made it this far, keep playing smamtiahis thing is all yourdr-irst
hand is dealt out and Jack picks up two nines. i¥attle dealer on this hand, one person
in front of him goes all-in. Jack calls the alland is the only one to call. Jack sees the
player has king jack of hear#lright, odds are about equal; let’s see if | caunlghis
one off Flop comes queen of spades, ten of diamondghaee of heartd\Not good, he

picked up a straight draw and two more hearts gide him the flushThe turn is a six of



hearts Ok, not good at all, please no king, jack, heartace, that’s all I'm asking, it's
not much.The river is a.....deuce of diamonds and Jack wiashand with his pair of
nines. #ven more people to go.

The table is finally down to Jack and one othey@iaJack is behind in chips, but
not by much. The two players go back and forthefarhile trading chips. Jack eventually
regains the chip lead and the next hand dealtdio iaan ace king of diamonds. The
player acts first and goes all-in. Jack quicklyscahd sees that he is way out in front. His
opponent has an ace queen and is severely domiffdtediop comes queen of spades,
four of diamonds, and a seven of diamomdis.way, | had him dominated, come on give
me another diamond.he turn is a six of spadd3iamond! Give me a diamondhe
riveris a........ ten of diamonds. Jack has won then@ment and won his seat to the
Main Event.

“Mom, | won!” Jack yelled.

“Good for you honey.” His mom replied.

“So you'll be there with me right?”

“Of course, | wouldn’t miss it for the world.”

Jack has about a month before the Main Eventsstdd looks over his poker
books once again to make sure that he is as pkparke can be. He also plays a couple
of small stakes games online in order to keep &meysharp. It's gonna be a long haul to
get by the competition. There is going to be astiéen thousand competitors in this
year’s Main Event, which means about ten days diing but poker from afternoon until

night, possibly even until the early hours of therning.



A month later, Jack walks into the Rio Casino biatiel where the Main Event
would take place. Thousands of people line thenaglé. It was like rush hour traffic in
Chicago. It took forty minutes to get to the fraiesk which would have normally been
about a half minute walk.

“Name?” The man at the check-in desk asks Jack.

“Jack Brann.” Jack told him.

“Brann, Brann,” he says quietly as he searchesutir the list of names. “Ah yes,
here we are. Congratulations on your satellite MinBrann.”

“Thank you.”

“Here are your starting chips and you will be sdat table seventy-eight to start
today. Good luck.”

“Thank you.”

Jack takes his chips and with his parents goedliat poker room to find his
assigned table.

“A lot of people here Jack,” his mom points out.

“| realize that Mom,” Jack says.

“I'm just saying they all want the same thing yeant.”

“Mom, can you at least pretend that you are hdppyne?”

“I'm very happy for you son, | just don’t want yool feel disappointed if you
don’t do well.”

“It's not going to happen, OK Mom?”

“OK dear.”



As they walk into the poker room they could héwr $sound of shuffling chips and
cards.This is the single greatest thing | have ever sBenvs of tables are lined up as far
as the eye can see. Professional players thahdackeen on TV are now right in front of
him. Players from dozens of nations are represe@tadada, Finland, Mexico, and
Australia are among some of the countries reprededack strains to see the numbers
above each of the tables. He finally finds hiseaddbout half way back off to the right.

“There’s my table,” Jack declares.

“Alright honey, good luck,” his mom says.

“No matter what happens kid, just remember thatwon your seat here. No one
can take that away from you,” his dad replies.

“Thanks Dad.”

Jack hugs his parents and makes his way towasdslble. It's so crowded it
takes Jack about ten minutes to finally get ta&lide where he sees that a couple of
people have already sat down. They don’t appebe tmo tough. One of them is having
trouble shuffling his chips, a true sign of an a@oat Jack sits down at the table and the
man who is not shuffling his chips introduces hilhd¢e is an older man, probably late
fifties early sixties. He doesn’t seem as excite@weryone else is about the Main Event,
he’s probably done this quite a few times.

“Hi, 'm Bob,” the man says.

“Jack.”

“This your first World Series Jack?” Bob asks.

“Yep, just turned twenty-one a couple of monthe,adack says.



“Wow, a young gun.” Bob says “This is my tenth dr@ve been playing for
about twenty-five years now, but I didn’t do toolWast Main Event.” Bob turns to the
guy who is having trouble shuffling his chips. “H@lout you, is this your first time?”

“Wha...me? Oh yeah, my tirst fime...| mean firstéifnthe man sayd&vow
really? | never would have guessed.

“Whoa! Take it easy there son no need to be nexvast poker,” Bob tells him.

“Yeah, yeah, just poker,” the man says quietly.

“Well, good luck to both of you,” Bob says.

“Thanks, you too,” Jack replies.

Eventually a voice comes over the loud speaker.

“We are ready to begin play, good luck to everyand dealers....SHUFFLE UP
AND DEAL!!”

The room erupts with applause and the 2007 WaelieS of Poker Main Event is
underway. Jack’s first hand is dealt and it is &ms.Couldn’t ask for a better start.
Jack is first to act and puts in a nice-size rdiseryone folds to the dealer who calls the
raise. The two people behind the dealer fold aeditp has two players. The flop comes
gueen of spades, four of hearts, and three of spddek is first to act and puts out a bet
of about half the pot. The other player calls draturn card is a seven of clubs. Jack
again bets about half of the pot and the playds.cé@he river card is an ace of heaNst
a good cardJack checks and the other player checks. Jacksstimatwo kings and the
other player mucks his hand and Jack takes dowpdhe

“How does it feel to win your first pot in the MaEvent son?” Bob asks.



“Feels pretty good if | can do that about fiveuband more times, then | got a
shot,” Jack jokes.

Next hand is dealt out and Jack receives a tellaofionds and a six of clubs. Five
of the nine players call and since no one raise@ti, Jack has the option to check
which he takes advantage of. The flop comes kingeafts, six of diamonds, and eight of
spadesNo way my six can be good hedack checks and one of the players puts in a
small raise. Everyone folds around to Jack whod$=cnot to risk it and folds his hand.
The player turns his cards to show a seven andieedéne worst starting had in Texas
Hold ‘em.

“How does it feel to be bluffed for the first tinmethe Main Event?” The guy
asks.

Yeah whatever, I'll get you later.

The loudspeaker comes on again.

“Congratulations everybody, you have made it pastperson!”

Everyone stands up to see who the first persookatbout is and it happens to be
the winner of the Main Event last year, Jamie Gblkthew he wasn’t that good. Hard to
win when you don’t have the cards every time huhida

A few hours go by and Jack has slowly doublecchip stack to twenty thousand.
The guy who had bluffed Jack earlier is short stdcknd looking desperatglright I'm
taking you out right nowl'he hand is dealt and Jack receives an ace of aldbg ten of
spades. The guy puts in a small raise and Jack dallo people see the flop: queen of
diamonds, king of hearts, and a jack of diamofRtispped the nut straight, | bet if |

check, he’ll go all-inJack checks and sure enough the guy utters thentvgb important
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words to any tournament player, “All-in”. Before ban even put his chips into the
middle, Jack calls and flips over his straight. Blg looks devastated as he shows his
pair of Jacks for three of a kind. The turn anerrilwoth fail to improve his hand and Jack
knocks out his first opponertiow does it feel to lose in the Main Event sucker?

The next hand is dealt and Jack receives a foalubk and a nine of heartse
been showing a lot of strong hands, | think itredifor a bluffJack puts in a raise and
gets one caller. The flop comes six of hearts,divgpades, and a ten of clubs. The player
puts out a small raistlope you don’t got it, this one’s minkack re-raises the pot and
the player quickly foldsYes, nothing better than pulling off a good bluff.

The day finally comes to an end and Jack managgainh a total of about thirty
thousand in chips. While he’s not the chip leatleris not doing badly either. He finds
his parents and they head to the hotel room foresmuch needed rest.

Since so many people are playing in the tournantieatfirst four days are broken
up into four separate groups. Once the number icgants is down to seven hundred
people in each group, there will be a day off, #ah all the participants will play in the
same room the next day. Jack makes it to thedagtof all participants in the same room
with about one hundred thousand dollars in chigsigbtarting to get a little nervous as
he knows that the top one thousand people willmwamey this year and Jack is inching
closer and closer. Jack will be seated at the fedale today: the table that will be
shown on television later in the year. After Jaitk down at his table he could not
believe who sat down next to him. It was none othan his favorite professional player
Daniel Negreanu. Daniel was doing quite well asalidde was most definitely the chip

leader at this new table. The first hand is deaftamd Jack receives a deuce of spades
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and a four of heart§&reat, everybody gets to watch me félé. folds his hand. Next
hand is dealt out and Jack gets a pair of ten&.iddabe dealer and after everyone folds
around to him Jack puts in a small raise. Danili$ ¢eehind him and the big blind folds.
Wow, I'm playing poker with Daniel Negreanu, thlesaidream come tru&@he flop
comes ten of spades, ten of hearts, king of sp&lesls, no wayDaniel is first to act
and checkdf | check, he might try to bully me on the tusack checks. The turn is a four
of spades. Daniel puts out a pot-sized raise atid@auses in an attempt to make Daniel
think he has a tough decision on his mind. Evehtuack just calls and the river card is
a nine of diamonds. Daniel puts in another bigdmet again Jack pretends to
contemplate. Jack decides to re-raise the pot. Namiel is the one who looks confused.

“What do you have?” Daniel asks rhetorically.

Jack just stares at the pot in order to not givayaany information. Daniel
eventually calls and Jack flips over the two tébeniel mucks his card.

“Good hand,” Daniel says.

“Thanks,” Jack replies.

Whether he meant it or not Jack doesn’t know hewvas able to take a lot of
chips from his favorite player. Jack was feelingair

A few hours later, the voice comes on the loudkpeagain:

“Congratulations to everyone in the tournament lgave all made the money!!”

The casino erupts with roars and applause. Evergongratulates the other
players at their tabl&Vell, I've done my job; | have made more money thaave lost.

The day ends and Jack has added to his chipltotaing it to about one hundred

and seventy-five thousanikdn winning this thing for sure. Nobody can stop mosv.
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Jack manages to survive the next two days as Welliever he only has a chip count of
two hundred and fifty thousand. This is somewhatlsoompared to the rest of the field
where the average chip count is about four huntlredsand. The day starts and since
leaving the spotlight table, Jack is now seatett Wniel again. Jack goes a couple of
hands without playing but finally receives a plagaiand, two jacksT'here’s my lucky
hand.Jack puts in a raise and again, Daniel is the onéy/to call. The flop comes ace of
clubs, ace of diamonds, and a jack of he&Jtgads first and now a full house, this is
amazing Daniel checks and Jack puts in a bet of half tite[Paniel looks confused.es,

| got him againDaniel eventually calls and the turn card is &rohspades. Daniel again
checks and Jack puts in another raise. Daniel alits some time passes and the river
card is a two of clubs. Daniel decides to put small bet this time and Jack utters those
two important words. "All-in”. “Call,” Daniel quiclky says.| didn’t want to hear him say
call that quickly.Sure enough after revealing his jacks full of a&smiel turns over his
two cards: jack of diamonds and an ace of heatsieDhas the better full house, aces
over jacks. Jack is stunned; his tournament is,gust like that. The other players and
crowd applaud Jack on his tournament run which @ndgsety-eighth place. Jack stands
up to shake Daniel’'s hand, as they shake handsDahispers into Jack’s ear:

“You played really well; you will go far if you ctinue to play that well.”

Wow, Daniel Negreanu said that | played really wéllhat alone is as good as
winning the tournamendack ended up with winnings of about one hundrettaenty
thousand dollars, which would be more than enoagiay for his education.

Jack finds his parents and gets a hug from his. mom

“Very good dear, I'm proud of you,” his Mom says.
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“See, | told you you would say that,” Jack states.

“You were right Jack, you are really that goods Mom admits.

“Thanks Mom, that means a lot to me,” Jack replies

“Well done son, think | could borrow a couple tsand?” His dad asks.

“Sure Dad,” Jack answers. “I'll buy you somethgrgat.”

Jack decided to stay in Las Vegas and come badtletoasino on the final day to
see who the winner would be. In the end, it was ®bb had won the tournament and
won over eighteen million dollars.

“Hey Bob, congratulations,” Jack says.

“Thanks Jack, | heard you didn’t do too bad yolifsBob says.

“Well, one hundred and twenty thousand it's nd® #iillion but I'm happy.”

“You should be kid; you got many more of theseaahef you. As for me, | think
this is gonna be my last one.

“Well I'm glad you could end it by going out onptd

“Yeah me too.”

Jack and his parents walk towards the exit. Jaakd back to see Bob surrounded
by his friends and family celebratinghat’'s gonna be me next ydae thought again.

won't settle for anything less.

14



