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	i think that this whole idea of "fair use" is gray at best. and i also believe that it has its pros and cons. but i think that the most important thing to consider is, is it too late to even care about copyright laws? i know that sounds callous, and hurts a lot of people, but, really, in my opinion, the internet has grown rapidly and seems to be almost out-of-control. i know that many of us use you-tube videos in presentations for classes, or email them to friends, and you-tube in itself is breaking a lot of copyright laws. we also as a society have lost sight of what it means to BUY a hard copy of a cd, to watch a tv show ON TV, and to use google images for sight only. instead, we get songs for free, watch tv episodes for free on irreputable sites, and use google imags for papers and projects. i honestly dont think that plagarism, buying songs illegally, or taking google images without giving credit can be stopped, let alone slowed down!

so, while fair use is important in a classroom, especially for teachers because they can demonstrate to their students what it means to follow copyright guidelines and rules, i feel that it is unnecessary. fair use can instead be too strict and can confuse teachers to a point that they stop using the internet videos, diagrams, and images for visual learners in their classrooms. classes would suffer. there is SO much information available on the web, people wouldnt be able to take advantage of it, LEGALLY, very often with these fair use policies.

overall, i think that copyright laws are almost, sadly, ignored/unimportant nowadays. they SHOULDNT be, but i dont see anything really changing for the positive with stricter enforcement of copyright laws and fair use plans.




