the revolution starts now

going around all ‘I don’t see anything to be
thankful for with this dead bird on the table)
making Thanksgiving awkward for people,
And yon're right. But you're annoying.”
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generation, and it creates an opportunity
for solving a lot of other problems. Econom-
ically, our parents’ generation is leaving an
incredible burden on us. Ecologically, that
burden is even more devastating.”

The Power Shift kids seemed bizarrely
psyched to clean that mess up. Pouring into
the gymnasium was a mix of dreadlocked
white kids, African-Americans in shirts and
ties, native Alaskans in baggy hoodies, green-
necks in trucker hats, everybody stomping
on the bleachers as the sound system
bumped out Beck’s “E-Pro.” Onstage, the
Reverend Lennox Yearwood, 38, president of
the Hip Hop Caucus, issued the call. “The
climate movement is changing!” he shouted.
“It’s white, it’s black, it’s yellow, it’s male, it’s

sounds of “We Are the World”

If this movement were just 6,000 students
urging Americans to live right, that might
well be the end of it. But these protesters were
the thin edge of a wedge. Their concerns are
echoed by a chorus of big-city mayors, from
New York’s Michael Bloomberg to San Fran-
cisco’s Gavin Newsom, by governors in states
from Florida to California, by presidential
candidates from Hillary to Huckabee —heck,
by the entire UN. They’re part of a larger
group that includes minorities and evan-
gelicals, Iraq veterans, labor unions, and a
host of environmental groups now working
together under the umbrella coalition 1Sky,
whose goals are the ones adopted by the
students on the Hill.

WE’VE GOT A BAD CASE OF GREEN
FATIGUE-BROUGHT TO YOU BY HOUR
TEN OF THE 11"TH HOUR AND JAY
LENO’S $500,000 SOLAR GARAGE.

female, it’s deist, it’s atheist, it’s straight, it’s
gay. It’s the most powerful movement the
world has seen in the 21st century!”

By Monday, after two days of panel discus-
sions, workshops, and speakers ranging from
Sustainable South Bronx diva Majora Carter
to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (whose halt-
ing speech was the only one that bombed),
the students had worked themselves into
a frenzy. They swarmed Capitol Hill to
demand three specific goals: no new coal-
powered electric plants, five million new
green-collar jobs, and an 80 percent reduc-
tion in greenhouse-gas emissions by 2050.

Was anybody listening? In Washington, it
can be hard to tell. Hundreds of students
packed into a hearing room for a special
session of the House Select Committee on
Energy Independence and Global Warming—
the largest turnout, said committee chair
Edward J. Markey, that he’d seen in 31 years as
alegislator. Parish and four students sat rigid
before the microphones, testifying, often
tearfully, about hunters in coastal Alaskan
villages falling through ice, about homes
being swept away by Katrina, and about the
need for a Clean Energy Corps based on the
1930s Civilian Conservation Corps.

Trouble was, they had an audience of one.
Facing them on the dais, Markey listened
intently, flanked by 14 empty seats. Since it
was Monday morning, House staffers ex-
plained, the committee members were still
traveling back from their districts. All 14 of
them? The message seemed to be: Thanks,
kids, we’ll catch your act on C-Span. And
this made me wonder: Would the causes of
this generation fade like the rainforest and
baby seals did when I was in college? Back
then, a green wave rolled across campuses
and Hollywood, then fizzled out to the

Meanwhile, it helps that the Power Shifters
are not easily cowed. “We’re like dogs,” model
and organizer Summer Rayne Oakes told me
she’d said after Pelosi’s speech. “We can smell
fear and we have no patience for bullshit”
Soon the wave poured over to the West Lawn
of the Capitol where thousands more were
assembling, a sea of yellow Power Shift
T-shirts bobbing under placards that read,
1SKY! 1IFUTURE! 1CLIMATE! ICHANCE! Van
Jones was there, again igniting the crowd.

Earlier, I'd asked him, “Don’t you get worn
out?” We were driving to the Lincoln Memo-
rial; he was toting a cold burrito and prepar-
ing for his second speech today. Didn’t he
ever get pessimistic?

He laughed. “See, you have to realize that
I'm African-American,” he said. “This is not
our first bad year. So welcome to our world?”
Then he got serious.

“Look at Dr. King. There’s no reason in the
world for him to have given any speech in
1963 except ‘I have a complaint! I have along
list of things about which I am thoroughly
pissed off!” But look at the speech. Look at
the outcome: not perfect, but certainly a lot
better than what we had”

Now I felt bad. In the face of such resil-
ience, in the face of the optimism put forth
by Jones and the students and even the danc-
ing polar bears, green fatigue suddenly felt
silly—and kind of old. The playing field has
changed, green has gone broader, and
the environmental movement needs all the
energy—and all the friends—it can get.

It’s not that green fatigue isn’t real. It’s
just that it’s a luxury.
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