Spread the Word

Jess Paanwe

By God what happened?

The world is changing.
Once estranged, derranged, complaining,

NOW! a litle hope. REMAINING!
Mermaids fo Music-
The once wiley smiles so vile, so vile
now sincere pearly flashes that flash in elegant style.

The laughs of the pasts, such classy glass,
such strange eerie rings in his head he amassed.

Now so calm, like a psalm, a sweet steady song,
Mermaids to muses, the writers is bemused but enthused!

What was wrong so long ago all along?

How did a queer eerie ring become song?

How did creatures of the violent sea

become the sweet features of feminity, such effulgent divinity
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Should not

find it.

The clever devil is pushed so far behind it.
Have you heard? You must have heard, if you have

How did he see things, believe things, relieve things?e
SPREAD THE WORD!

How was he blinded, so absent minded?
Because he thought he should not have sought it,

Must have been some change within me

How did he get such friendly friends in the end?
Ones who didn't forsake, berate, or amend?
He couldn’t feel enough fo find life

That he just.
Get Behind Me Satan.

Faith.
The Change.
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Running Out of Ink

Something has happened to him, remember him, that one man?

He's come fo ruminate on such ruins, fo indulge, to command-
the spirit of enlightenment with a pen in is hand

The Quest.

His soul is not lame, he is not so esfranged
He's intuitive, lucrative, he knows what can be gained.

He's made commodities of his oddities,
such funneled ambition-

Propels him through fime, and space-

and prevents his submission.

Much like Thor, or Ares God of war

On a celestial, grand or paramount mission

He's had it well now, gambling with the Tarot,
a divine set of luck

So spread the word one the once branded nerd:
A poet.

has woken.

up.

Elevate
Laura Earle

Ascend from subterranean shadow
Flicker before my eyes

Ethereal fingers interlock with mine
Turn my flesh to vapor

My heart to mist

Let’s elevate

Above and beyond

Smoke rising from charred failures and desperation
Steam over boiling anger and frustration

We'll condense far from here

With the dew of a new day

Wait for new life, love, happiness to grow and flourish
You elevate me

Above and beyond.
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Toy Doll
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Mental Health
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Uncertainty
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Had the merit of modern medication

...Mona was a martinet

Her medial entrance managing mentalifies of motley men:
Militants, masculine, meek, mindless, even metrosexual

This moll migrated from man to man

Mooching to maximize her meager restitution

Her monkeyshines gave her a new moniker:

Madam Mona the Money-Hungry

...Mona mutated to a muckamuck

Using her magnum opus for a myriad of means:

Mobile phone contracts, marble floors, menial moil, men to
mate with, machines mended, merriment, medicine, merce-
naries, Metropolitan lodging, Mercedes Benzes,

Mutilated mutual funds from mawkish men who masturbated
at midnight,

Envisioning her legs moving to and fro, hearing her moan
...Mona had it made!

Mona,

Mona,

Meretricious Mona,

Wasn't even moderately modest

Masquerading nothing for the mind

Externally magnificent,

Internally moldering from the many, many, many, many, many,
many, MANY machos that meshed their flesh with hers
Time met up with Mona,

Giving her masterpiece physique a mastodonic markdown

Motions became maladroit, marks of age materialized
Makeup no longer masking her marred beauty

Image gradually moved from the minds of many

Mona,

Mona,

Misguided Mona,

Didn't mind the memo

Misappropriated her masterwork, manifesting a measureless
murk around her renown

Mona should have moseyed to a marriageable, mellow,
soul-brotha

The same mofos that were mundane in school, became mil-
lionaires in mansions

Mona,

Mona,

Misfortunate Mona,

Offering mea culpa to the Most High

Mourning morningly on what must have been

A marital ritual

Mona and Mr. Miraculous moving fo a place on Melrose
Having monuments made for her, being mollycoddled

Her monstrous mistakes and messin’ around left her unwed,
unloved, and childless

Mona was an enduring mockery among all

Her misadventures and miseducation are unfortunately. ..
...Realities for sisters misusing what's mightier than machetes
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Hay Bales

everything is green and new

and heavy. His forehead hosts streaks of sweat
| watch this man use himself up—

down the back of his faded T-shirt. His arms
and bristling with potential, will be consumed.

new perfume of dried out sunshine and earth

@ o
o
g 3 s 3 B
~ —
< 3 o O 3 2058
— e) ~
®“ o - o [O) cc < Wrm
s 5259 5 = 0 c 30 £ 38
) I 620 © O Q
£5% @ 0L L scl 8oz 2
=48 -7T C » O 233—5|ov<¥wo
o © 5= . o < k..IO O O
VD 250=3+ 32030262 3FE 6
0o EO9 5= 0 o o -~ cCo oQ2— ¢& =
< O C C ) O C 4 ~_ c E
..ISHGHIO me) - © - O ﬂde O ©
%MWel_MOH m m.e mvwlmorl_m o+ —
|Oe”0m o © v - © = 0 o 3 S £ o-g
. c = C O = 0
0 o o n =2 2
O [ %) «w 2 +— = o e}
N o 3 c =9 =) o © s O o co?®
N (O Oe.lmy o 0 O — < = =
< g @ o S a9 > 5= .C c
N el o R (0] > .2 2= — mge.
N o D c o 20O o c >", 0L HE S c &
~ o £ 5 0 € ¢ c o O c c =5 2.0
H n =5 .2 c = o +— O < 0 o< 3 O )
n £ Q0o > n s 2 O 5 O C ® 05 9 o
O..IureSS by o) _C L O - C = o O
D ~=—c __c 90 o £ oo P < s
N = 6 O0O* Q9 L©™o© o0 = = -T2 o
©E 5 € © O o c £ 2556562320 Q
< T > c 00 ¢ 5] o £ =0 £ 2 o O c

siybi ey "suoswos 4o} Bulyiom s,8yg "pjjRIquIn Jay Buisod ‘yousq sy
uo syis puo abpis ayy 0} UO Sj|om Asupny] DIBoW 81| SOM || “jesdn som
| UBYM ‘poIDDS SDM | UBYAN @19y SADM|D SDM 8 "UOID9sIalUl SIY} J0O
shom|o aiem app—doys siyp Bupow paddoys sng oyt Jayp usaj “[sybnp)
ayg] 'snq s1ay} 4oy Buiyiom sjdoad 84pds p,am U0 U8yjo YdDB ||0D P,BAA
ouoyd And sy} of sequinu suoyd sy} pauins| poy am ‘Moyswog “eyol
SIYy} SOM 8J8Y]| | PUD |[8DYDIN "@Jay jeew Of pasn SADM|D ap\ TATIANY
[ "poay Jay 4sAo pjjaiqwin up Buip|oy si

8YG "ssaup 8y} J9A0 A|9SOO| pajl} {DOD YdUusl} D puD S|88Yy PuD UOBU PUD
ysuob 41q o s 41 ‘sseup woud yibus|-eauy ‘p|O UD Ul passalp S| 8YS "8due
-ipno ayi ybnouyt eboys sy} of syj|oM ‘uowom p|o Joah g 0 ATYANY
"doys snq o o} yxeu abpys usjued

S|IS ‘PZI|DPUDA OS|D ‘Yyduaq p|O Uy ‘Pazi|ppupA ueaq soy suoydAiond sy |
"o|od oy} wou} peposuuodsip st suoyd sy “abnys ayj Jo YO0G-pIW By}
piomo} [sjod o uo suoyd Aod o ysnl io] yjooq suoyd o si yo| eboig Ajo
-UOISPDD0 sayspud Japuny] “AjHos Buiho|d uipt jo spunos aip a8y} pup
ui sjjos Boy -aboys ayy o tsow sepoutwin|i 1ybi en|q ‘Azoy y -dn spybiq]

SU0qUITTIOTN qrUuv ]

u29aM19¢ U]

29

32



Running Out of Ink

and | want him to stop. Who will throw the bales
once he cannot? Who will hold his grandchildren,
his wife2 It is only he, and like the hay,

he too will become the chaff

that floats info every crevice,

every forgotten corner. A green river crawls
down my cheek—it’s life is short; he doesn't
notice. So | join him in the chorus of

Hard Day’s Night, our voices dancing

together, a duet of almos t- harmonies.

For now, | roll him hay bales. And for now

he is mine to keep.

Drowning
Stephanie Plotkin

Listless

The sform screams at my
silence

| am drowning

Released from the burdens
of life

Saved by a forgiving knife
Rocked in a cradling wave
Receiving peace | had craved
Knowing the battle was won
Kissed by the solicitous sun
Stroked by the softening sea
Permitted to finally be free

| have drowned.

Restless

A surging storm swells inside me
| am drowning

Bathed in beautiful pain
Choked by relentless rain
Tempted by thoughts of sur-
render

| am drowning.

Endless

The undertow swallows me deep
| am drowning

Soothed by promising lies

Cried on by darkening skies
Calmed by the chaos of currents
| am drowning.
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Forget Me, Forget Me Not
Laura Earle

44

In a gray flash flood that dissolves the frozen world
Spring arrives in its mercurial splendor

Frigid air saturates the slushy carnage

Covering the barren ground

Taking a frosty jab

Whenever the sun’s back is turned

Spring is ambivalent in this world
Frosted one day, green the next
Forget me, forget me not

In a rogue flash of passion that disrupts our frozen
world

Love reveals its fickle nature

Anger takes advantage of confusion

Expressed within my hopeless gaze

Taking an icy jab

Whenever everyone’s backs are turned

Spring is ambivalent in our world
Distant one day, passionate the next
Forget me, forget me not

wood frame is
decorative and
detailed as
well as

large.

Do you
remember it,
when it still
had its
glass.

All the colors it
had.

They made
you ugly,
even though
outside

you were
beautiful.
That green
color...
envy.

That gold
color...
greed.

That purple
color...

Pride.

And that
Black piece,
that Black
piece,

sat in the

middle.

Do you
remember
fearing that
mirror while
seeing
yourself in
it.

Do you
remember
throwing your
fist back.
Do you
remember,
picking up
each piece,
with bloody
hands,

to wash

out the
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color. place it Put yourself
That black in this back
one, new mirror. together.
that black Yet this Find the
one, mirror will true
was the feel You
only one fo incomplete in the
refuse. with out pieces.
Do you It. Before the
remember the light goes
hand mirror Sitting in the out.
in your Dark,
lap, with only
white and one light
plain, above your
its frame head,
empty and a red
waiting to potent
be filled. drink in

hand.
Throw the Thousands upon
Black piece thousands of
away. small pieces
Do not of glass
pick it scattered
up. across the
Do not floor.
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of tears as they burned away

the flesh and sinew of her
delicate face and washed away
her long lashes and full lips.
moved with the heaving of

her buxom chest, racing to
expose her blushing heart.

| thought to stop its frantic beating
as she whispered through

Her tears kept eating away,
cleansing her bones. They burned
through the hardwood floor

each exquisite cry
“How could you

do this to me?2”
and into my basement
where | kept the bodies

She choked on the mist
The acid torrent’s flow
with my crushing fist

Christopher Jamzes
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Andrea, Katie, Megan and Sandra,
hanging on meat hooks that

| bought after my mother left,

with aspirations of holding up

of those who came before,

the idea of love.
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In a Minute

uviurp] "
s91197e31)

and dad fixates his attention to the baseball game,
that believed there was no need to drive separately,
so | could have avoided this masquerading minute

when | extract my phone from my pocket,
and | curse my idealism

so | can check the time
scanning for that promised minute

and justify the tapping of my foot,
which fluttered away—

We should be gone,

which | emphasize

but this becomes mundane

so instead, | pace the hallway—
as mom chatters with grandma

Josh Campean
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The Recital
Awmy Jobnson

62

In blackness, pink slippers
tiptoe to metallic strips on
scuffed, black flooring. The
painted faces search for their

places behind the red velvet,
and a cough from the front
row echoes off of brick,
alluding an empty audience.

Uniformed minds reel, rewind,
replay, lazily marking

pas de bourrées because no one
is watching. | slouch because

no one is watching, until
a splinter of light grows
wider—expands like my
lungs. Draws my shoulders

back like the curtain that
reveals eyes—hundreds of
waiting eyes on me as |
stumble, fall, forget months

of rehearsal, but stand
back up to pirouette
as the others pique turn.

Beneath the Surface
Christopher James

Lisa and | sat at the edge

of the wishing well,

watching as summer’s last
hopeful gasp turned to

mist on the dreams of those
who came before us to

cast a wish at Aphrodite’s feet.

We, too, cast our silver dollar dreams
into the waves, as our dangling feet
skimmed the surface of the

cool water and brushed against

the golden leaves that struggled

to stay afloat on the sea, lest they fall
into the world of wishing.

| wondered what wish she had
whispered to the goddess,
imbuing the words within the silver
that now lay at the bottom of the
sea of dreams, just as my own had
come fo rest on the image

of her pursed lips.
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The grass screams beneath my rubber soles
Petals float from the flowers and speckle the green

Robins and sparrows sit still in the tree tops

el
e = 5
o) ” &= (0] %) W
%] c O _~ 2 n U H
o S5 9O € Sges S 5
[} n = C =) (]
= £ o 2z £ <
@ O ¢ 2 +— o £ = o)
= c = C = > >
O = 0 c o o c = Y] c
85 2e5= Lo g%z = - 2
= > O c o
ER R R so2gs = > 22 £
G o% o= Q ECLwc 2 2 g =
— ..In.lm SO”U = o $nr.l
T C 5 o .0 S gL+ = ¥ o} oo ©
QO s c @ S >T o0 e s} = 5
2 = < < o oo =2~ - O O E O
wn o0 o O c == £EE L 0w “ o >
o = eW O C wn o o 2 05
8208 g% o5 EZS 2 £o-
0 » 8 o3 2. E2000%0Q BE & o<
N T 5 O S wn =+ 9 4 = vz D= U
S o 0 L > o C
= 9c g0l g S5 2= g2 S . 0= OC
~ ImeeC.hbe| L2000 E* Q0 ¢ =5 €7
© n.IrSIO OgOhsne “em.llrﬂ
S0 = U+ g c [0} 0 = - = S O
X 39 o° > S 0 =T 2= S 2 <= > £
S c cc 250 L 32399 ES9=07%
~ =S =0 2o = _=+0o0o70 L o= % 0 0 2

69

72



Winter 2012

Running Out of Ink

‘wyod sy jo @dpuns Ayss|} 8y} jsuinbo ejdow ppep p|od ing Bulyjou !mou
wiy JyBnoiq xoq 8y} Y2IyMm Dy} UDY} UOHDDSIIDS SI0W OU |9} SADY P|NOM S}
"uononysiyos Bulig jou pinom ji ‘sseurddoy Buug pjnom xoq ey} wody sy Bul
-AsLIJal paaaljeq ay ybnoyt uaas oyl mawy o "abunio Bululys Jauing aAojs
D sPM §I yBnoyl SO XOq Byl WO pUDY SIY PaABLIIa) 8y {UDISUI UD Ul Ing
“9|lWs oy} 935
‘uibbo ybno| Joy} 408y Of poY B
“yoauq sy Buipjoy ‘Juswow b Joj 81pJd ayj Uo pupy siy padn|d o ‘Hom
0} ubw 8y} Joj 1no Bul||pd ‘xoq syt of uns Ul ‘dooys siy Jo dajs sy} JBAO |9}
[99YM |DUI} Y} SD JOASMOL “JUBWISSDLIDGWS Ul poaY SIYy pjay pupb uaas aq jou
P|NO2 92D} Sy oY} 0s ADMD Jjaswiy pauiny s “Il 10aq AjpJpy p|nod ay ‘Joop
9yl Sp4OMO} paAOW UDW 8y} b JaAInb o} ubBaq Yyinow s,uljun) 4aAeMOp]
"9sN0Y SIY JO INO UDW 8y} palupm Ajusppns ulDD)

8w uanlb s ays sBuiyy ayi oy
aADY p|Nod ays agAow usy| ‘sjupm ays Buiyihians soy ays joyi 8ins W o}
isnl Buiyihuo op p,| “# YyLoMm [|o qol siyt sexow ayg, wayl ayj jo jybiem syl
jo apds ur Buoys pahojs sy ‘exods sy ,‘dni, “HNY O Jnoym Ajjop eyt uodn
xoq 86un| sy} padn|d Jerow ay| ,aip | ADp 8y ||k 48Y SAQ] ||,| PUD SADY
o} adoy Janrs p|nod | 416 §saq 8yl s,8Yg "oual0] §,IDY| S| 9YS }aq NOL,,
LNjn0aq AieA st ays ‘sep,
"UDW 8y} O} pal| PuUD ‘BUIDUIM INOYHIM MOU ‘UDWIOM D JO [|OJ} SNOBPIY By}
pup uIBD UMOP PBYOO| UIIDD) 549300 D BYS },Uly "BWOY >oDq SasSIW ay}
$,IDY], "Il 9ASLIIBS O UMOP USQ 8y SD Ul of ayods ay , 510y} 81| NOA,,
“18|om s1y 4o 1yBis Buiydyod jybudn xoq sy payl| Jerow oy |
“yojow jospad b usaq poy
Asy] usrow ayj jo pabuud poy ay so yonw so Ajjonbs ‘edunioeddo sy} jo
PaBuLID UIDYD) "99}§0D YIIM PaUIDIS Ulod} 8y PuUD Pay00.d SOM 3|iws Jap “dn
9DW ydonwW 00} Upj BuLbam aq o} pa¥00| ays pup Aoib o} unbag poy Jioy Jay
‘abp |pnbe jo 8q o} Buupeaddy "ejm s,upw syt 8q Of PeX00| joyMm Jo asdwi|b
0 1yBNoD UIlIDY) SD 40O} By} uo uado Ap| §| “jo20d Sy WO ||} 19]|PM Jayina)
paddoyd ||pws o Ajjop 8yt O} UO 8JPID BYY HIYs O} jueq ubw 8y} sy ‘Aldwe
U99q PDY B0 BY} JI SD JSOW|D SOM |1 UDW SIY} O] "POY UlJDD) UDY} SAOW Of

70

71



C’ relers
Cuts
Join Writers’ Club

Writers” Club at Grand Valley State University consists
largely of student writers who do not study writing profes-
sionally. It is a designated time and place for students to
convene once a week to discuss their writing and develop
ideas. All genres are welcome at Writers’” Club, including
poetry, fiction, non-fiction and drama.

About this Publication

In winter 2009, we printed our first publication in
many years, titted Don’t Open This. In winter of 2010, the
first publication of Running Out of Ink was released and
in fall 2010 Running Out of Ink was published again with
the infention of making it a semi-annual publication to
be released both fall and winter semesters. Submissions
from both members and non-members are accepted and
considered for publication.

Winter 2012

atop a shining silver vessel

made dull with the weight of grief
though containing the essence of beauty
safely within a pearl satin trim

A single slab of smooth white concrete
sleeps partially sunken into the upset ground
littered with grass seed and decaying petals
its sharp corners crawl with ants

that trudge over the oily smear of tears

that stained the pure white solidity

to carry the fallen colors to their own grave

The slab has no marks and no symbols
it is bare and purposeless, except

to provide a vapid foundation for a
marriage of the living and dead,

a pedestal for the mockery of

life growing from what was once lively
Flowers stand in vases

in a half moon of pigments splashed
among entwining leaves that

hug each other tightly

in a safe loop that suddenly

stops with no explanation

Daffodil, aster, and chrysanthemum
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perfume swells in a cloud that begins bright,
reaching toward the warm rays of the sun,

but falls below the saltiness the grass breathes
from the tears the trees and blooms have cried
and never stop crying

the dampness so widespread

earth itself seems to be weeping,

sorry for swallowing such a being

in one, unforgiving gulp

| place my roses among the other blossoms
withholding one rose from the chorus

of solemn color that gently croons

of the sorrows of the lost and broken

My fingers brush the slab the sun
diligently tries to warm

but it is cold, not as ice,

but as something more permanent,
more breathtaking,

more sinister

A vigilant candle watches over

normally burning to provide comfort and warmth

but now out
perhaps from the overwhelming dampness
of an atmosphere heavy with sad drops

of helplessness and abandonment

| place my remaining rose, a crimson one,
single and loving,

on the edge of the slab so it almost kisses
a larger stone engraved with a justification

of God'’s mistake

holding my token is a small plague with a promise,
my promise,

of a friendship that will, indeed,

last forever.
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Spread the Word

Jess Paanwe

By God what happened?

The world is changing.
Once estranged, derranged, complaining,

NOW! a litle hope. REMAINING!
Mermaids fo Music-
The once wiley smiles so vile, so vile
now sincere pearly flashes that flash in elegant style.

The laughs of the pasts, such classy glass,
such strange eerie rings in his head he amassed.

Now so calm, like a psalm, a sweet steady song,
Mermaids to muses, the writers is bemused but enthused!

What was wrong so long ago all along?

How did a queer eerie ring become song?

How did creatures of the violent sea

become the sweet features of feminity, such effulgent divinity

cjeunm/ng Om‘ g/ gjn[
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Should not

find it.

The clever devil is pushed so far behind it.
Have you heard? You must have heard, if you have

How did he see things, believe things, relieve things?e
SPREAD THE WORD!

How was he blinded, so absent minded?
Because he thought he should not have sought it,

Must have been some change within me

How did he get such friendly friends in the end?
Ones who didn't forsake, berate, or amend?
He couldn’t feel enough fo find life

That he just.
Get Behind Me Satan.

Faith.
The Change.
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Something has happened to him, remember him, that one man?

He's come fo ruminate on such ruins, fo indulge, to command-
the spirit of enlightenment with a pen in is hand

The Quest.

His soul is not lame, he is not so esfranged
He's intuitive, lucrative, he knows what can be gained.

He's made commodities of his oddities,
such funneled ambition-

Propels him through fime, and space-

and prevents his submission.

Much like Thor, or Ares God of war

On a celestial, grand or paramount mission

He's had it well now, gambling with the Tarot,
a divine set of luck

So spread the word one the once branded nerd:
A poet.

has woken.

up.

Elevate
Laura Earle

Ascend from subterranean shadow
Flicker before my eyes

Ethereal fingers interlock with mine
Turn my flesh to vapor

My heart to mist

Let’s elevate

Above and beyond

Smoke rising from charred failures and desperation
Steam over boiling anger and frustration

We'll condense far from here

With the dew of a new day

Wait for new life, love, happiness to grow and flourish
You elevate me

Above and beyond.
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Mental Health
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Had the merit of modern medication

...Mona was a martinet

Her medial entrance managing mentalifies of motley men:
Militants, masculine, meek, mindless, even metrosexual

This moll migrated from man to man

Mooching to maximize her meager restitution

Her monkeyshines gave her a new moniker:

Madam Mona the Money-Hungry

...Mona mutated to a muckamuck

Using her magnum opus for a myriad of means:

Mobile phone contracts, marble floors, menial moil, men to
mate with, machines mended, merriment, medicine, merce-
naries, Metropolitan lodging, Mercedes Benzes,

Mutilated mutual funds from mawkish men who masturbated
at midnight,

Envisioning her legs moving to and fro, hearing her moan
...Mona had it made!

Mona,

Mona,

Meretricious Mona,

Wasn't even moderately modest

Masquerading nothing for the mind

Externally magnificent,

Internally moldering from the many, many, many, many, many,
many, MANY machos that meshed their flesh with hers
Time met up with Mona,

Giving her masterpiece physique a mastodonic markdown

Motions became maladroit, marks of age materialized
Makeup no longer masking her marred beauty

Image gradually moved from the minds of many

Mona,

Mona,

Misguided Mona,

Didn't mind the memo

Misappropriated her masterwork, manifesting a measureless
murk around her renown

Mona should have moseyed to a marriageable, mellow,
soul-brotha

The same mofos that were mundane in school, became mil-
lionaires in mansions

Mona,

Mona,

Misfortunate Mona,

Offering mea culpa to the Most High

Mourning morningly on what must have been

A marital ritual

Mona and Mr. Miraculous moving fo a place on Melrose
Having monuments made for her, being mollycoddled

Her monstrous mistakes and messin’ around left her unwed,
unloved, and childless

Mona was an enduring mockery among all

Her misadventures and miseducation are unfortunately. ..
...Realities for sisters misusing what's mightier than machetes
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Hay Bales

everything is green and new

and heavy. His forehead hosts streaks of sweat
| watch this man use himself up—

down the back of his faded T-shirt. His arms
and bristling with potential, will be consumed.

new perfume of dried out sunshine and earth
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Running Out of Ink

and | want him to stop. Who will throw the bales
once he cannot? Who will hold his grandchildren,
his wife2 It is only he, and like the hay,

he too will become the chaff

that floats info every crevice,

every forgotten corner. A green river crawls
down my cheek—it’s life is short; he doesn't
notice. So | join him in the chorus of

Hard Day’s Night, our voices dancing

together, a duet of almos t- harmonies.

For now, | roll him hay bales. And for now

he is mine to keep.

Drowning
Stephanie Plotkin

Listless

The sform screams at my
silence

| am drowning

Released from the burdens
of life

Saved by a forgiving knife
Rocked in a cradling wave
Receiving peace | had craved
Knowing the battle was won
Kissed by the solicitous sun
Stroked by the softening sea
Permitted to finally be free

| have drowned.

Restless

A surging storm swells inside me
| am drowning

Bathed in beautiful pain
Choked by relentless rain
Tempted by thoughts of sur-
render

| am drowning.

Endless

The undertow swallows me deep
| am drowning

Soothed by promising lies

Cried on by darkening skies
Calmed by the chaos of currents
| am drowning.
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Forget Me, Forget Me Not
Laura Earle

44

In a gray flash flood that dissolves the frozen world
Spring arrives in its mercurial splendor

Frigid air saturates the slushy carnage

Covering the barren ground

Taking a frosty jab

Whenever the sun’s back is turned

Spring is ambivalent in this world
Frosted one day, green the next
Forget me, forget me not

In a rogue flash of passion that disrupts our frozen
world

Love reveals its fickle nature

Anger takes advantage of confusion

Expressed within my hopeless gaze

Taking an icy jab

Whenever everyone’s backs are turned

Spring is ambivalent in our world
Distant one day, passionate the next
Forget me, forget me not

wood frame is
decorative and
detailed as
well as

large.

Do you
remember it,
when it still
had its
glass.

All the colors it
had.

They made
you ugly,
even though
outside

you were
beautiful.
That green
color...
envy.

That gold
color...
greed.

That purple
color...

Pride.

And that
Black piece,
that Black
piece,

sat in the

middle.

Do you
remember
fearing that
mirror while
seeing
yourself in
it.

Do you
remember
throwing your
fist back.
Do you
remember,
picking up
each piece,
with bloody
hands,

to wash

out the
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color. place it Put yourself
That black in this back
one, new mirror. together.
that black Yet this Find the
one, mirror will true
was the feel You
only one fo incomplete in the
refuse. with out pieces.
Do you It. Before the
remember the light goes
hand mirror Sitting in the out.
in your Dark,
lap, with only
white and one light
plain, above your
its frame head,
empty and a red
waiting to potent
be filled. drink in

hand.
Throw the Thousands upon
Black piece thousands of
away. small pieces
Do not of glass
pick it scattered
up. across the
Do not floor.
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of tears as they burned away

the flesh and sinew of her
delicate face and washed away
her long lashes and full lips.
moved with the heaving of

her buxom chest, racing to
expose her blushing heart.

| thought to stop its frantic beating
as she whispered through

Her tears kept eating away,
cleansing her bones. They burned
through the hardwood floor

each exquisite cry
“How could you

do this to me?2”
and into my basement
where | kept the bodies

She choked on the mist
The acid torrent’s flow
with my crushing fist

Christopher Jamzes
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Andrea, Katie, Megan and Sandra,
hanging on meat hooks that

| bought after my mother left,

with aspirations of holding up

of those who came before,

the idea of love.
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In a Minute

uviurp] "
s91197e31)

and dad fixates his attention to the baseball game,
that believed there was no need to drive separately,
so | could have avoided this masquerading minute

when | extract my phone from my pocket,
and | curse my idealism

so | can check the time
scanning for that promised minute

and justify the tapping of my foot,
which fluttered away—

We should be gone,

which | emphasize

but this becomes mundane

so instead, | pace the hallway—
as mom chatters with grandma

Josh Campean
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The Recital
Awmy Jobnson
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In blackness, pink slippers
tiptoe to metallic strips on
scuffed, black flooring. The
painted faces search for their

places behind the red velvet,
and a cough from the front
row echoes off of brick,
alluding an empty audience.

Uniformed minds reel, rewind,
replay, lazily marking

pas de bourrées because no one
is watching. | slouch because

no one is watching, until
a splinter of light grows
wider—expands like my
lungs. Draws my shoulders

back like the curtain that
reveals eyes—hundreds of
waiting eyes on me as |
stumble, fall, forget months

of rehearsal, but stand
back up to pirouette
as the others pique turn.

Beneath the Surface
Christopher James

Lisa and | sat at the edge

of the wishing well,

watching as summer’s last
hopeful gasp turned to

mist on the dreams of those
who came before us to

cast a wish at Aphrodite’s feet.

We, too, cast our silver dollar dreams
into the waves, as our dangling feet
skimmed the surface of the

cool water and brushed against

the golden leaves that struggled

to stay afloat on the sea, lest they fall
into the world of wishing.

| wondered what wish she had
whispered to the goddess,
imbuing the words within the silver
that now lay at the bottom of the
sea of dreams, just as my own had
come fo rest on the image

of her pursed lips.
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The grass screams beneath my rubber soles
Petals float from the flowers and speckle the green

Robins and sparrows sit still in the tree tops
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C’ relers
Cuts
Join Writers’ Club

Writers” Club at Grand Valley State University consists
largely of student writers who do not study writing profes-
sionally. It is a designated time and place for students to
convene once a week to discuss their writing and develop
ideas. All genres are welcome at Writers’” Club, including
poetry, fiction, non-fiction and drama.

About this Publication

In winter 2009, we printed our first publication in
many years, titted Don’t Open This. In winter of 2010, the
first publication of Running Out of Ink was released and
in fall 2010 Running Out of Ink was published again with
the infention of making it a semi-annual publication to
be released both fall and winter semesters. Submissions
from both members and non-members are accepted and
considered for publication.

Winter 2012

atop a shining silver vessel

made dull with the weight of grief
though containing the essence of beauty
safely within a pearl satin trim

A single slab of smooth white concrete
sleeps partially sunken into the upset ground
littered with grass seed and decaying petals
its sharp corners crawl with ants

that trudge over the oily smear of tears

that stained the pure white solidity

to carry the fallen colors to their own grave

The slab has no marks and no symbols
it is bare and purposeless, except

to provide a vapid foundation for a
marriage of the living and dead,

a pedestal for the mockery of

life growing from what was once lively
Flowers stand in vases

in a half moon of pigments splashed
among entwining leaves that

hug each other tightly

in a safe loop that suddenly

stops with no explanation

Daffodil, aster, and chrysanthemum
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perfume swells in a cloud that begins bright,
reaching toward the warm rays of the sun,

but falls below the saltiness the grass breathes
from the tears the trees and blooms have cried
and never stop crying

the dampness so widespread

earth itself seems to be weeping,

sorry for swallowing such a being

in one, unforgiving gulp

| place my roses among the other blossoms
withholding one rose from the chorus

of solemn color that gently croons

of the sorrows of the lost and broken

My fingers brush the slab the sun
diligently tries to warm

but it is cold, not as ice,

but as something more permanent,
more breathtaking,

more sinister

A vigilant candle watches over

normally burning to provide comfort and warmth

but now out
perhaps from the overwhelming dampness
of an atmosphere heavy with sad drops

of helplessness and abandonment

| place my remaining rose, a crimson one,
single and loving,

on the edge of the slab so it almost kisses
a larger stone engraved with a justification

of God'’s mistake

holding my token is a small plague with a promise,
my promise,

of a friendship that will, indeed,

last forever.



Officers
President  Josh Campean
Vice President Morgan Coby
Secretary  Theresa Johnstone
Treasurer Raine Gersky
Faculty Advisor Dr. Sean Prentiss

Publication Committee
Josh Campean
Raine Gersky
Brian Hudson
Theresa Jobnstone
Jesstynn Lupo
Hannah Moeggenborg
Drake Parker

Active Membets

Josh Campean Jesslynn Lupo
Morgan Coby Hannalh Moeggenborg
Raine Gersky Drafke Parker
Brian Hudson Kylen Pattermann

Theresa Johnstone



