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Thanks for taking the time to look through my 
portfolio.  Here you will find a sampling of my 
work involving design and writing.  The majority 
of the projects were completed while taking a 
course in document production and design at Grand 
Valley State University, but the white paper was 
a collaboration between myself and a few other 
students in a separate writing class.

I hope you find the designs interesting and the 
layout of the portfolio easy to follow.  I tried to 
include things that typify my style and highlight 
my strengths.  I am particularly pleased with the 
outcome of the white paper and the client poster.  
Unless otherwise noted, these were each created 
with Adobe InDesign CS2.  

Thanks again,

James Gamble

Introduction
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Form Makeover

Above are two different editions of an order form 
from an Italian travel agency.  With all of the empty 
space, it’s uninspiring and bland.  It appears to be 
a relic from the days of typewriters, and I found it 
confusing.  I spread the content out on the page, 
making it more legible and visually attractive, and 
aligned the material to emphasize a hierarchy of 
information.  By having a confusing or complicated 
order form, a company gives a customer just one 
more opportunity to back out, when it should be as 
easy as possible to finish the transaction.
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Newsletter

This is my design for a newsletter for Grand Valley’s 
writing department.  The large “Profile” is the title I 
used for the publication, and I chose to present it on 
each page, shadowing its presence from the front.  
Other pages use reflection symmetry, and replicate 
the format of balance between the pictures and the 
quotes.



4

Real Client Poster

I created this design with Conor Bardallis.  We 
worked together on this project to produce a poster/
mailing for the Jackson Music and Arts Cooperative.  
The mailing folds out to a collage of photos, and 
the above image is on the back, to be posted on 
bulletin boards of schools, coffee shops, or other 
organizations.  It’s intended to gather attention and 
support for an emerging music/art venue.
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White Paper

For a professional writing 
course, I collaborated 
with a group to create 
a white paper to give 
the basic essentials 
about RSS, a web-feed 
technology.  I used text 
reflecting the color of 
the logo at top left of the 
cover page, and included 
the same theme on the 
contents page (middle 
left) and the main pages 
(sampled below).
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Newspaper Ad

Above is some bare-bones ad copy created for a 
fictional small business loan company.  I took the 
image and the text, and improved their layout and 
design by eliminating some blank space and changing 
the fonts.  Below is the updated design, which is 
much easier to read, with more contrast and a more 
clear emphasis on the important elements.



Flyer
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This is a flyer created to promote a meeting for 
the Writing department at GVSU.  It was produced 
using Microsoft Word, with the main issue (the local 
job market for professional writers) emphasized 
to attract students with related questions.  After I 
produced the final product, I tweaked the design so 
the information in the middle would align with the 
rest of the design more.
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Logo

James
Gamble

I created the above logo to be included in this 
portfolio and other future projects.  The font and 
black and white reflective color scheme is echoed 
throughout this portfolio.  I strive for simplicity, 
and this is a design which I believe reflects that 
and exudes professionalism.  Two of the things I 
have a tendency to work around are symmetry and 
minimalism, both of which are present in the logo 
as well as the other projects included here.  


