Intro

If you are planning to make a multi-page website, you are probably going to need to include a navigation bar somewhere.  A website’s navigation bar works as a doorway between a site’s main pages.
You can make your navigation bar easier (and cooler) for your users to navigate by making a navigation bar rollover like the one at the top of this page.

What You Need (And Why)

With a navigation bar rollover your website’s image links change when your users “rollover” them with their cursors.  These images also change when they are selected, and after they’ve been selected (and your users have been redirected to a new page).  The image links in your navigation bar thus go through four different states. <img = table of states>
So before you begin constructing your navigation bar rollover, you will need to already have four images prepared for each menu element.  Because I am making a five link navigation bar, I will need 20 images (5 x 4 = 20).  These are the images I will be using. <img = table of images>
Getting Started
Although making a navigation bar rollover requires a lot of prep work, Dreamweaver makes combining all of your images into a beautiful rollover easy.  

If you really wanted to you could start building a navigation bar rollover from a blank Dreamweaver HTML document.  However, to make things easier I suggest that you follow along with me as I edit this partially completed website.  Download the project here. <link = dreamweaver doc>
Step 1:  Open the document (insert document name).  In the menu bar at the top of your screen select Insert.  Scroll down to Image Objects.  
Step 2:  Select Navigation Bar.  The Insert Navigation Bar dialog box pops up.  <img = Insert Navigation Bar dialog box> This box is your best friend, it is going to make creating a navigation rollover a breeze!

Step 3:  What is the first image link you want on your navigation bar?  I want my intro to come first, so in the Element Name box I name my element “intro”.  You are required to fill-in the field Element Name.
Step 4:  In the project folder that you downloaded there are four separate intro gifs.  Browse for images to connect to the four different states Up image, Over image, Down image and Over while down image.  
Up image: intro_up.gif


Over image: intro_over.gif


Down image:  intro_down.gif


Over while down image:  intro_overdown.gif

Step 5:  Alternate text and url

Step 6:  Now you want to add a new set of link images to your navigation bar.  No need to leave the dialog box, just press the + to add a new “item”.  <img = screenshot of + sign>
Step 7:  Name this element “start” and link its four different states to the start gifs.

Up image: start_up.gif


Over image: start_over.gif


Down image:  start_down.gif


Over while down image:  start_overdown.gif

Step 8:  Alternate text and url.  

Finishing Up
Continue to connect 
