Genre Analysis for RHA Website

Style/Design 

· Above all, the best designs are as simple as possible

· The site must be strongly designed around the college’s theme. i.e. school colors, logo, and layout

· The RHA site must be instantly identifiable as part of GVSU based on design alone

· Each page within the RHA site should use the exact same layout and design as the home page—must be uniform!

Navigation
· Left-side navigation bar including: “About Us”, “What is RHA?”, “Upcoming Events”, “Campus Housing”, “Officers” and “Links”
· A quick link back to the RHA home page and the GVSU homepage must be available 
· Users must be able to easily identify where they are within the website and where they have been already—however, the smaller and less complex the website, the less this becomes and issue
· Because of the simple layout, Forward and Back buttons are not needed
· Furthermore, a page scroll across the bottom is not needed
Visuals
· A picture gallery of the available housing at GVSU
· A picture gallery of the RHA officers
· The overall visual style of the site should mirror that of GVSU’s home page. i.e. the same logo, color scheme and so forth
· Each page within the website may contain its own unique image or graphic as well to give each page a hint of uniqueness 
Layout

· As simple as possible

· The navigation bar should run down the left hand side of the page

· The University’s logo/title bar should run across the top of the page

· The main text of the page should be set aside from the navigation bar and title bar with a plain white background.

Examples
· Seattle University http://www.seattleu.edu/student/housing/index.asp
· Pacific University http://www.pacificu.edu/studentlife/rha/aboutus.htm
· University of Alabama http://bama.ua.edu/~bama-rha/
· Cornell University http://www.rso.cornell.edu/rha/index.htm
· St. Louis University http://www.slu.edu/organizations/rha/
