FILTERS 
To begin this procedure, please go to http://www.photographic.com/phototechniques/157/ .  Right click on the first picture. (a tower at night) When the drop menu opens, please choose copy.  This will be the picture that will be used to adjust color, sharpen, and blur.  

Next, please open a “NEW” fireworks screen, and right click to paste the picture on the canvas.  You are now ready to work with the picture.  

Adjusting the Color
Adjusting the color of a picture can help with the over all appearance of the document.  Often times, when a picture is scanned, the colors will become distorted and ‘off.’  Adjusting the color can help the picture regain its original colors, or create a whole new look for the picture.
Step 1. Using the Menu at the top of the screen, please click on the Filters selection.  The item that desired is ‘adjust color’.  Choose the Brightness/contrast option.  This option lets you control the over all brightness of the picture, as well how much distinction the picture will have.  For fun, put the brightness to 18, and the contrast down to -12.  
Step 2. Again using the Filters menu, go into adjust color and pic Hue and Saturation.  

1. Hue: changing the hue will add more or less of a primary color to the picture.  Please enter the number 127 into the box provided for color.  The blue hues of the picture will be brought out.  

2. Saturation: changing the saturation is almost like blurring the pictures.  Where the lines and colors change will appear, or blend together more with the saturation numbers.  Just leave the saturation alone.

3. Lightness:  this will show how bold, or light the picture will be.  Leave the lightness levels where they currently are.
Step 3.  Inverting the picture is similar to seeing a negative of the picture.  Please click the Invert option.  Then, go to edit at the top of the page and click undo.

Step 4.  Curving the picture.  In the Adjust menu selecting the curving option will allow you to play with the color, hue, saturation, and brightness of the picture all at the same time.  Use the diagonal line to create points on the map where colors can be curved, try out a few different schemes!
Sharpening Images

After the picture has the desired color, the picture then can be sharpened to create more concrete edges and features to the picture.  
Step #1: From the bitmap on the left side tool bar, click on the marquee tool (M) or the lasso tool (L).  (Make sure you are still working under the original view tab found at the top of your image).  

Step #2: Either the marquee tool or the lasso tool can select the part of the image that you would like to sharpen.  Select the Lasso tool
Step #3: Lasso the light around the building and select Sharpen More found in the Filters option under SHARPEN.
Step #4:  Next, lasso the secondary building (the darker one) and some of the surrounding sky.  Choose Un-sharp Mask, you will be able to control the Sharpen Amount anywhere from 1-500, the Pixel Radius anywhere from 0.1-250.0, and the Threshold anywhere from 0-255.  If you check the box “preview” you will be able to see the effects on the image before applying it.  Enter 225 for the Sharpen.  6.2 for the Pixel, and 26 for the Threshold. Click OK
Step #5:  To view the finished product click on the Preview tab at the top next to the original tab.  

Blurring 
Step #1: On the left side tool bar from the bitmap, click on the marquee tool (M) or the lasso tool (L).  Highlight the area which you wish to blur with the marquee tool or the lasso tool.   

Step #2.  Select entire picture with the marquee tool.

Step #3.  Blur image by selecting blur, which is found under the filters menu.  Next, select guassian blur, under the blur category.  

Step #4.  Select a number on the scale to correspond with the amount of blur desired.  The scale ranges from 0.1 to 250.  The higher the selected number, the more amount of blur will be displayed in the picture.  

Step #5.  To view blurred photo, check the preview box and then click OK. 
