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Join us in support of Right to Write’s 

aid of creative artists and its new 

national clearinghouse and resource 

center. You can make a tax-deductible 

donation to this activity by writing a 

check to the fund’s fi scal sponsor, the 

Center for Ethics in Action, a public 

nonprofi t 501(C)(3). 

Your check should be made out to:

CEIA/Right to Write Fund 

1487 Glen Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49441  

You can also donate securely online at: 

www.centerforethicsinaction.org/ 

Please click on “Give to Right to Write.”   

For more information, please visit:

www.righttowrite.org 

Email: read@righttowrite.net 

Phone: (510) 595-0595

Creative artists have been relatively free 

to reference and expand upon the works 

of others under the Fair Use doctrine 

of copyright law. Under Fair Use, they 

have enjoyed an environment that has 

supported the unrestricted fl ow of new 

ideas, criticism, commentary, 

interpretation, and analysis. However, 

the Internet and digital media make 

access to original works much easier, 

and more frequently bring writers, 

rappers, fi lmmakers, critics, and other 

artists into direct confl ict with those 

who wish to impose copyright rule 

beyond the legal intent. Today an 

increasing number of frivolous cease 

and desist letters and intellectual 

property lawsuits are stifl ing 

independent voices with threats of 

costly actions and judgments.

The Right to Write Fund was founded 

to halt this escalating legal assault. The 

Fund provides an on-line clearinghouse 

of educational materials, legal briefs, 

and issue analyses related to Fair Use.  

The Fund also has a roster of pro bono 

legal defense teams who have been 

successful against intimidating Fair Use 

challenges. The Right to Write Fund’s 

Board, staff, and volunteers are 

committed to ensuring that the paths to 

free speech are unobstructed and that 

our rich heritage of artistic expression 

continues uninhibited.
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Right to Write Legal Defense

The Right to Write Fund has helped 

defend a small Michigan publisher 

against plaintiffs J.K. Rowling and 

Warner Bros. Entertainment who 

sought to prohibit publication of a 

Lexicon offering valuable far-reaching 

analyses of the Harry Potter novels. 

Right to Write will make a critical 

difference in similar First Amendment 

cases by arranging pro bono defense 

teams to combat cease and desist 

letters and lawsuits.

Board of Advisors

David Ardia, Director of Citizen Media 

Law Project, Berkman Center for 

Internet & Society, Harvard Law School

Anthony Falzone, Executive Director 

of Stanford University Law School Fair 

Use Project

Martha Ferriby, Secretary, Director of  

Hackley Public Library in Muskegon, 

Michigan

Lizbeth Hasse, Attorney at Creative 

Industry Law Group, San Francisco

Arend D. Lubbers, President of Grand 

Valley State University, Grand Rapids, 

1969-2001

Roger D. Rapoport, President, Publisher 

of RDR Books

Dan Royer, Chair of the Department of 

Writing at Grand Valley State University

Meredith Spear, Board Member of 

Mother Jones magazine and Social 

Venture Partners, Greater Tucson

Anne B. Zill, Treasurer, Director of 

University of New England Art Gallery, 

President of Center for Ethics in Action

Through an easily accessed print and 
online clearinghouse, educational 
programs, litigation prevention and, 
when necessary, pro bono legal 
support, Right to Write is focused on 
reversing the tide of groundless 
lawsuits and harassment by powerful 
copyright holders trying to subvert the 
Fair Use section of the copyright law.

With the guidance of experienced and 
ethical legal talent and cooperating 
attorneys from major American law 
schools, creative artists will be better 
able to protect themselves.

The Right to Write Clearinghouse

The Right to Write Fund was formed to 
be an educational repository and 
clearinghouse for the 21st-century 
freedom of expression and Fair Use 
issues writers and publishers 
encounter when moving between the 
worlds of print, Internet, fi lm, the fi ne 
arts, and new media. The Fund will 
collect and disseminate legal briefs, 
facts and analyses as well as liter-
ary and media accounts of copyright, 
trademark and other intellectual prop-
erty statutes in order to defi ne First 
Amendment rights in a technological 
age. 


