How to Start a Blog on Livejournal.com
Main Page

· Introduction of what a blog is

· A blog is basically an online journal.

· Prerequisites: Internet access, an email address
Creating an Account
1. Enter www.livejournal.com in your browser’s search window.  It is preferred that this is done in Internet Explorer, but it is not required.

2. Click “Create account” in the upper right hand side of the screen.

3. Type in a username – most people use their instant messaging screen names.  
Note: Entering in a screen name here does not guarantee it is available.

4. Type in a password.
5. Type the password again, exactly as before.

6. Check or uncheck the selected friends based on your preference.

7. Type in your birthday to confirm you are over 13 years old.

8. Select “Free Account” unless you want to pay for additional livejournal services.  Note: This tutorial is designed for a free account.  Also, there is a chart below the selection that explains the difference between paid and free accounts.
9. Scroll down to the seventh step and read the terms of service.

10. Select the box beneath the terms of service.

11. Type the letters you see in the box to prove you’re not a computer trying to create an account.

12. You’re Not Done Yet!!!  Check you’re email to click a link that livejournal.com sends you to verify you’re account.  SAVE the email!

13. Now you have created you’re account!

Naming Your Blog/Editing User Info
1. Log into livejournal.com

2. Hover your mouse over the menu Manage on the dark blue navigation bar at the top of the page.  It is fourth menu from the left.
3. Move the mouse down to the light blue navigation bar and select Info – second from the left.

4. Edit the information to the right of the light blue table.  Note: This is optional.
5. Scroll down to the heading Livejournal Options.

6. Type a title for your blog in the text box labeled Journal Title.
7. Type a subtitle for your blog if you want.

8. Type a subtitle for your friends page if you want.
9. Scroll up and down the page and change the rest of the settings to fit your preferences.

10. Click Save Changes at the bottom of the page when you are finished customizing.

Customizing Your Journal

1. Log into livejournal.com.

2. Hover over Manage from the dark blue navigation bar.

3. Move your mouse down to the light blue navigation bar and click Customize - second from the right.

4. Select New System (S2) from the drop down menu under Choose Style System.
5. Select a layout from the drop down menu under Step 1.  Note: If you click the previews link to the right of the drop down menu, a page will load showing a sample of layouts.  Once you decide on a layout, click the back button on your browser and then select your choice from the drop down menu.

6. Click Change to the right of the drop down menu.

7. Select English for your language or whichever language you are most comfortable using.

8. Click Change to the right of the drop down menu.

9. Select a theme from the drop down menu under Step 2.  Note: See note for step 5 of this tutorial.
10. Click Change to the right of the drop down menu.

11. Click further customizing if you wish to customize your journal further.  This is optional.

Updating Your Blog

1. Log into livejournal.com

2. Hover over Journal in the dark blue navigation bar.

3. Move your mouse down to the light blue navigation bar and select Update – first menu on the left.

4. Confirm that you are logged in under the correct account name.

5. Change the time to a desired post time.  The time is automatically set for the current time.

6. Type your entry in the text box provided.

7. Select Rich Text below the text box if you are an advanced blogger – more options are available when using rich text.

8. Scroll down to the grey box at the bottom of the page.  Most of these settings are for advanced bloggers, but there are two settings for novice users: Music and Mood.

9. Type in the current music you are listening too, if any.  You may leave it blank if you want.

10. Select your mood.  A smiley face will appear next to the mood menu.  Note: If your mood does not appear on the list, select one that closely resembles your mood and then type in your mood in the text box to the right of the drop down menu.
11.   Scroll to the bottom of the page.  In the middle, select Update Journal.  You will receive a confirmation page when livejournal has finished updating your blog.

Adding Friends

1. Log into livejournal.com

2. Hover over Manage on the dark blue navigation bar.

3. Move your mouse down to the light blue navigation bar and select Friends – fourth from the left.

4. Click Edit Friends – second link from the top of the page.

5. Scroll down to the heading Add Friends
6. Enter in your friend’s livejournal user names in the text box below the title Friends.

7. Scroll down to the bottom of the page and click Done.
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