Luke Holden
Classroom Description and Student Characteristics


The classroom I’m working in is a self-contained emotional impairment classroom in Allendale Middle School. The number of students in it varies from hour to hour as well as the subject being taught. The first three class periods are the busiest of the day. Basic algebra and geometry are taught during the first period. The subjects for the second period are biology and natural sciences. Finally, the topic for the third period is American history. The next three periods are all academic resource periods in which students work on any homework or projects that they have. Finally the last hour is a preparation hour for the teacher. On Thursdays, a majority of the students in the fourth period academic resource class have social group in which they learn how to interact with others, follow directions, and other practical skills.

While most of the students are in our classroom are there for two or three hours a day, they are all in general education classes as well when appropriate. My cooperating teacher has fifteen students on his caseload, with all but four of them having the diagnosis of emotional impairment. Of the remaining four, we have three students who are diagnosed as learning disabled and one who is cognitively impaired. Two of the students are female while the rest are male. At this time my cooperating teacher does not directly teach all of the students on his caseload. Some of the students he teaches, while others he is required to monitor as they attend their classes.

The first hour algebra class has the most number of students of all the classes. There are 10 students in that class. The second hour science class is a little smaller with only eight students while third hour history has four students with only three of them directly participating in the class. The fourth hour homework period has 6 students and the remaining periods have less than five students each.


As far as personnel goes, there is only myself and my cooperating teacher currently. During the first three periods, he teaches the students and for the remaining periods his job is to make sure that the students work on their homework and projects. Aside from this, my teacher assists the principle and assistant principle in dealing with problems that occur in the hallway or in other classrooms. Occasionally, there is an assistant who comes in who helps my teacher with grading, organizing papers, materials, and paperwork, but she comes in rather infrequently. My role in the class at the moment is the help teach the subjects as needed, assist students with their homework, get to know the students on a personal basis, help maintain order in the class, and observe and discuss with my teacher his approach to teaching. 

The classroom itself looks pretty much like any classroom in the building. It has a whiteboard, an overhead projector, bulletin boards storage cabinets and a sink. Where it differs is that there is a bathroom and a timeout room called the think tank. The behavior management plan for the classroom is really straightforward. The idea is to develop a relationship with the kids so that they respect you. With this in mind, when the students are either misbehaving or are not doing their schoolwork, the teacher simply points it out to them in a firm tone. The student’s actions are pointed out, why they are inappropriate, and sometimes what might happen if the behavior persists. Consequences depend on the misbehavior. When possible and when appropriate students experience the natural consequences of their behavior. Sometimes, if natural consequences can’t be used the think tank is used a timeout room, with the door left open. If the student is out of control, the student is placed in the think tank with the door closed. When the think tank is used in this manner, the timer for the student doesn’t begin until the student has regained control of his or her behavior. After the student has sat for an appropriate amount of time, the student is then let out of the room and is debriefed. When students experience frustration or anger, the teacher works with him or her to generate solutions or plans to try to deal with those emotions. 

The overall classroom attitude is relaxed, which makes it easy to get a feel for each of the students. The students in our classroom essentially act like any other student in the middle school for the most part. There are a wide range of behaviors overall. Some of the students are very outgoing and talkative while others are very quiet. Some are very diligent about turning in their school work while others struggle on a daily basis to finish it. Some of our students crave attention while others try to avoid it. Physically, none of the students are aggressive from what I have observed, though from what I have been told there are a couple of the boys who have problems on rare occasions. A few of the students are defiant with one girl being defiant in a sweet and subtle way. Some of the students are quick to work on school work while others have to be prodded to do it. A number of the students have difficulty concentrating but not so much so that they were diagnosed with ADHD. Some have difficulty staying motivated while others just struggle to understand what is being asked of them. Finally, some of the students are eager to engage in conversation with anyone, while others are either painfully shy or extremely reserved.

Most of the behaviors and student characteristics listed fall within the state guidelines for emotional impairment. These behaviors exhibited by the students include: extreme shyness, defiance, physical and emotional aggression, extreme attention seeking behaviors, and behaviors that demonstrate the student is socially and emotionally withdrawn to an extreme degree. They fit into the definition of emotional impairment under sub rule 1 in that these behaviors cause students to have a hard time in developing and maintaining interpersonal relationships with other students and staff as well as that these behaviors are usually inappropriate under normal circumstances. The students who exhibit these behaviors have been tested for deficits in intelligence and fall within the average range. Additionally, other factors have been ruled out as well. Therefore, under the state definition of emotional impairment, these students qualify and have been placed correctly in an emotional impairment classroom. 
