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December 15, 2006
To Whom It May Concern:

Elizabeth A. Wencel has successfully completed general education student teaching in a third Igrade
classroom at Murray Lake Elementary, Lowell Area Schools in Lowell, Michigan under the guidance of
Ms. Mary Helen DeLiefde. She will be recommended for Michigan elementary K-5 certification by Grand
Valley State University.

Ms. Wencel was a superior student teacher. In the last five years, | have supervised approximately 120
student teachers for Grand Valley State University. She easily ranks in the top 5% and should be
considered a “must hire”.

Planning and Preparation: Ms. Wencel excelled at planning developmentally appropriate lessons which
meet state and district standards. She was masterful in adding challenge to her lessons by her use of
best practices, higher order thinking skills, and the multiple intelligences. Her organizational skills are
exceptional. She has a thorough understanding of the learning process and an uncommon command of
subject matter. Her lessons were carefully crafted, complete down to the last detail.

Classroom Environment: Ms. Wencel is passionate about working with children. Her classroom
management was exceptional. She treated every child with dignit¥‘ and respect. She cares about the
whole child and will go the extra mile for her students. She had high expectations for herself and her
students. The children strove to meet her expectations because they felt valued in her classroom. The
atmosphere in her classroom was one where everyone was engaged in learning tasks.

Instruction: In her thematic unit entitied “Molly’s Piigrim: A Family Heritage & Bullying Unit”, Ms. Wencel
ﬁlanned a set of seven cohesive lessons in which the students thoroughly explored their own family

eritage as well as the cultural and bullying issues presented in the book. She was able to help students
make connections between their own lives and Molly’s life. Students came away with pride in their own
cultural background and the knowledge to identify and cope with bullying in school. Ms. Wencel
understands the importance of lesson differentiation for her students and offered project choice as a way
to meet varying needs and abilities in this unit. '

Ms. Wencel taught with enthusiasm and modeled what it means to be a lifelong learner. Children were
encouraged to ask questions relating to any topic they were curious about. These questions were written
ona sticiy note and posted on the side of Ms. Wencel’s desk. Later she would answer every question
either by her prior knowiedge or by her research. Answers were reported to the class in “down”
moments. She is collaborative, and constantly works to better her pedagogical skills. Her cooperating
teacher had so much confidence in Ms. Wencel that she asked her to step into a child study meeting in
her absence. Ms. Wencel has the skills of someone with a couple years experience and will become a
tr(r;ag’geer teacher. She has my highest recommendation for any teaching position. She is truly a gifted
acher.

Sincerely,

JArnetIn o

Janet M. Krueger, M. El. Ed.
GVSU Coordinator
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