Teaching Style

Methods of instruction I use to meet my students’ needs


Teaching to Various Learning Styles
I am a firm believer that students need to experience and intake information in many different ways in order for them to learn and truly understand the material.  When I design lessons I make sure to incorporate kinesthetic, visual, and auditory learning.
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When I taught Dolch sight words to Kindergarten and first grade students in a resource room, we experienced the words in many ways:

· Vocabulary cards

· Art projects

· Word chants

· Finger spelling in the air

· Matching words by cutting and pasting

· Visually identifying the word and…

          -- Matching 

          -- Coloring

          -- Circling

          -- Cutting & pasting

· Holding the actual object (if possible)

· Songs with movement
· “Pounding out” words with arm/finger movements (phonemic awareness) 
[image: image8.jpg]Nome

Wagon wagon
\ .
“ )

\ R

|

|

|
wagon wag

I
|
IS

wagon gone wagon

gown wagon again wagon now
wagon " “wagon

wagon o6 -

wagon




[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]ERRR

3




[image: image11.jpg]



[image: image12.jpg]


My student-centered classroom will have a hands-on approach 
I feel that we learn best by being actively engaged in a concept.  During a week-long nutrition unit I created for an ECSE classroom (3 to 5-year-olds), we spent one day focused on fruit.  During circle time we had an apple and orange as a treasure box surprise, read the fruit book students will color, and sang a song called “Strawberries, Bananas, Watermelons Too!”  After engaging our bodies in the movements of the song, I called each student one at a time to taste test each of the three fruits we sang about.  Students then helped me graph which fruit they liked the best!  
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I encourage and challenge my students to take risks and try new things.  I model taking chances and provide praise for students who try.  What’s important is not the result but the effort put forth.
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My idea of a hands-on classroom includes bodily-kinesthetic aspects to lessons whenever possible.  In an early childhood setting, “getting our wiggles out” is essential and will be incoporated into each circle time.  For all ages, I believe in the effectiveness of Brain Gym.  I use this for many situations including to help students pay attention, wake up, relax, and be ready for reading or writing.

Tap Potential through Creative Freedom
Teaching from the Six Traits writing program during my third grade student teaching was a joy!  To start off the program and get students thinking about writing, each student was given a piece of clay.  Instructions were to build anything as long as a small piece of clay was set aside.  Once students were happy with their new clay creation, they were asked to take off a piece of clay, and adjust it to their liking.  Next the students had to add the rest of the clay to their masterpiece.  We helped students realize the connection between changing their clay creation and editing a piece of writing!  Like our hands-on activity, editing is a fun process that allows us to create, take away, and add to make it our best piece of work!
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Teaching Real-World Skills

Regardless of the age or ability of a student, a teacher’s goal is to help that student become successful in the real world.  While student teaching a fourth & fifth grade CI/AI classroom, we practiced real-world skills daily including making choices, practicing patience, expressing ourselves through written and spoken words, working cooperatively in groups, counting money, reporting the weather, and introducing ourselves.  The joy of teaching is to see my students’ enthusiasm when they GET a concept they can use the rest of their lives! 
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Learning through Small-Group Instruction
Many students are given a chance to shine when they work in smaller groups because they feel less vulnerable working without the whole class watching.  I enjoy the ability to give more individualized attention that students need and feed off of.  Also, shy students are able to relax and students who act up have less of an audience.
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Guided reading groups and partner-work are just two ways I utilize the benefits of small-group instruction.  I encourage students to “Think-Pair-Share” about answers to questions before sharing with the class.  Explaining a concept to someone helps us retain and remember information better than simply hearing, reading, or writing.
Teaching with Patience and Love
In order for me to be an effective teacher, I need to give my students patience and love.  I have found that giving these two gifts allows me to understand my students better.  I use Love and Logic to avoid anger, use empathy, and help students learn from their own actions.  We are able to form a trusting bond that allows us to accomplish more together.  
Each student is special and unique.
We need to take the time to learn and appreciate their individual differences!
Practicing our apple song by memory!  The students’ practice with chanting and movements paid off!





Arm & finger movements for each sound of a word help increase phonemic awareness.








